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& IO FHE READER. 
Juriclous READER, 

AF HIS enſuing Diſcourſe De= 
ing penned by mee avout 
cight yeeres fance, not only 

| for recreation-amidſt my {e- 

- verer: ſtudies, but as a Pre- 

parative alfo, by which 1 

deſired to fit my elf, either 

: for a voluntary. exilerment, \\ 1% $08 

4 ora neceſlary. ſuffering ; 1 intended ir only for-a 4.4 WWE 

= privateuſe : For 1 chen reſiding in the County of +} (8k WH. 
1 Suff-lke, which. had newly groaned under the Pre- HA 1} We 

laticall tyranny of Biſhop Wren, as did all other BI i 

parts of his Diocefle ; did know that the Prefle -\ 

was then onely open to matters of- a- con:rary i Fw 

ſubje&. But nov upon the peruſall thereof, con- a 

ceiving that it might be of ſome uſe, in reſpect 1 18 "wp 
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of the many diſtractions amongſt us at this pre- 
ſent, when a bleſſed Reformation is-ſo neere the 
A:3. birth,” 
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To the Reader. _ 
|  IREWG birth, and yet the Church ſeems to want firength 
|'- 28 / to bring it forth, I was content to'yeeld to the 
'- HY publiſhing thereof. 1 did at firſt, purpoſely omit 
thecitations of thoſe many and ſele@ Authorities, 
m1. out of which this enſuing Diſcourſe was drawn, 
"7 Wi leſt the margin thereby ſhould have ſwoln to a 
» 4 6 OR greater proportion then the Diſcourſe it ſelf, forme 
Þ 5 28 whole SeQions or Paragraphs being almoſt en- 
Io (615 tirely extracted out of the Records of this King- 
US 235 Mi f dome: And I have through the whole 7raftat 
:Þ 17:1 Ou chiefly laid down the matter of fa& out of Story, 
| | not only extant in print, but yer remaining alſo 
of in I. S. and haveleft the debate of the dogmati- 
l call part of it, to thoſe, whole calling and leifure 
is more proper for it- My many preſent imploy- 
ments, both publike and private, did ſcarce per- 
mit mee to ſuperviſe it, and to amend it in ſome 
a 4 few places, which puts mee almoſt our of all 
: 10; 08 hope everto tranſmit to poſterity any one of thok|| 
+ F108 ſeverall great and more neceſſary Works I had in|## 
Wis wif part colleQed and- prepared (for the good and be-(f 
"5 (4. Ou nefat of this Church and Kingdome) in the rimeſſ6 
of my leiſure and freedome. "h | 
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(7 as CER T is the undoubted Mark or Brand of the 


Z2- Church Artichriſtian and Malignant, to per- 
> ſecute;z of the Church Chriſtian Orthodox 
and truly Catholike, to be perſecuted : For 
the Truth, if it have but equall countenance 
and ſafety, will not only proſper and flouriſh 
amongſt the profeflors thereof, but will allo 
in dae time, ſometimes by a ſudden power, 
| profligateand trampleupon Hereſze, as it did 
upon Pelagianiſme, among the ancient Proteſtant Britains in Wales, 
| about the yeer of our Lord, .466. and ſometimes by inſenlible de- 
grees waſte and wear out fal{hood.as ic did thecontagion of the A-- 
rians amonglt the Eaſtern Chriſtians; but Falſhood, Hereſiz, mens 11- 
ventions,burthenſome Szperſtitions intermixed with Gods Worlhip, 
and-1dolatry, or any divine Creature-adoration, conliſting in mens 
bowing to,or towards Images, Crofles, Altars, Communion-tables, 
Reliques,or thelike,cannever begenerally ind publicly eſtablithed, 
without ſharp and-cruell perfecution be exerciled and prati ſed aps 
on the,goods, eitates, liberties and Jives of the godly. The Pope 
and the Turk have both upheld and propagates their abominati- 
ons-by the{wordy althongh no indifferent and impartia!l judge- 


; '' SET} LIE. ik \ Jami'h Joamvi:call i1:354 & 
axcnt xandenys bur chat tie Rom) ofuitabrifin this ons patcicar 
1 . 2 


Cy 


oe 


= ER LET AA Cod Fa i es Ss 
*. - - —_— ms _— Y —_ Got 

% > , > 

S ©Lx ! 


< 
yn > ne 
: X - 
AS ani 5 IIND 
AYE 
_ 4 4 


- 


WT ICY (Fa 
Ly 


« F.- ; fo &$. <4 am, 3 
#- 7 To [6 <A. 4 
my 
; , ws we J Faw 
4 Ka p . %- _ 
3 wv ns rn agony, 0 OT tC ana qr” Ae xg a 


- 
A 
———__ 


ol n on 
- T4 > 1" 
I Ws 
"e” MA» cb \ 
Is DE  haaes 2 I 


BE 


As a #g'+ k 
_— " > 3 - 
ws 5. Ante . 
entts et Foo ER She Booths £5 vos 
xc; oones de an 5, Pia "= 


4 4 © 
” ALS 


og - 


The Primitive praflice 


lar, exceeds the Ottomaniſh Muphti,in thathe makes'ic a part of the 
Tridentine Faich, .and to a Tenet of his Religion, to-perſecute, de- 
ſtroy and root our all the Euangelicall party, under the falſe and 
perſonated names of Heretiques : Whereas the Turk acknowledgerh 
this Trath, that the Conſcience neither can, nor ought to be com- 
p=lled ; and therefore they permit the free exerciſe, not only of the 
Proteſtant Religion in all their dominions, but of the Popiſh alſo, in 
many places of the ſame, whom yer they juſtly abhor, as the Jewes 
do alſo (led by the morality of che ſecond Commandement) for 
ſetting up Images in the places of their publike Aſſemblies,and com- 
mitting 1d»latry by adoring them. 


SECT. LL. 


A Proteſtant Church, if it deſire to intermix any ſuperſticious 
Ceremonies or Idoſatrous aftions,with the power and purity 
of the Goſpel,muſt likewiſe. be enforced to borrow ſome part of the 
other CharaQers alſo from the Church 7alignant, by enforcing 
the obſervation of ſuch additions with :the perſecution of Gods 
children in their eſtates, goods, and liberties,cqualling in many re- 
ſpeRs the ſhedding of their bloods; and reckoned up together by 
the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, for ſo many Findes or 
ſpecies of martyrdome. There are in all parts of the world,among(t 
the very Chriſtians themſelves, the greater number ignorant, pro- 
phane and vicious, who neither regard to know the truth, nor de- 
fire to ſuffer for it, but will alwayes run with the multitude, and 
be carried with the ſtream : They will of Proteſtants become Ppiſis 
to morrow, rather then.loſe either goods, life or liberty ; of Papiſts 
the next day Anabaptiſts with Sebaſtian Caſtellio, and James Armi- 
nim ; of Anabaptiſts the third day (if by that means they may efcape 
danger, and rife to preferment) become Turks or-Abiſens : For, 
doubtlefle, in running from truth to falſhood, as in turning from 
'the medizm toan extreme, there is no eſſential], but only a graduall 
diflerence. As Conſtantine filled the Empire with'Chriſt:zns, fo Ju- 
lian with Atheiſts and Perſecutors. The greater number with holy 
King Edward in England, even Harding and Boner, among others 
for company, embraced the Proteſtant truth; and as ſoone as hee 
diced, all again generally licked up the old vomit ngder Queen 

ary 


gf 


RFI... 3: 
nn 37 ET 


__ 


: a2 
———_— 


EEE OSS hh 7 
E s = bo wo  Þ i Cab SAGRSIEr wes E>.& 
Bac» Sn $96 
k TT Ten __ Ws” "OF" - > 
BE eating a ne ood HATE ne 
M ate. 2 vo 3s , COP #,0 wn We : = 7, 
Y % £5 Eons WR ef  "$RFE 24 . i 4 WW. - as "> 
© oe 2 RNS EE a.) fo nt 47 1 £#. 4 »6ME; EL Y 4 7 T” 
F by. 387 Sf WE, : « 4 
Mg 4 _ F 
«+ * . X f "Is : 
- & - A i ” 
f . - 


or, whoſe bloody fires were ſcarce quenched by her death, and 
hee) Scepter Sombly graſped by her bleſſed fiſter, but all 
"again; for the moſt part, (as if Religion had been bur a faſhion, 
which commonly deriveth its frenzic into -the countrey by the 
'Court) changed with the newPrince, and eſpecially the Church- 
men, among whom, through the whole Realm, not twenty in a 
thouſand did flick to their infallible Head, the Romiſh Antichriſt. 


ITI. 

WW RR Es and pious Lather Jay on his death-bed, he * ac- 

knowledged his errors, which coming but newly out of 
darknefſe,had been embraced by him amongſt his many truths, and 
obtruded from him upon the Church of God, eſpecially thoſe two 
monſters of Conſubſtantiation and Ubiquity ; yet (taking counſell 
rather of men then of Gods Word) for feare, leſt if hee retrated 
them, the people would ſuſpe the reſt, and 1o fall back again by 
an abſolute recidivation to Popery, hee counted it more ſafe to de- 
clare his judgement in private, and to leave the rooting out of thoſe 
weeds by inſenſible degrees to his Diſciples. To effe& which, the 
French and Helvetian churches did readily afterwards afford. the 
Germanes divers publike conferences : But Door Andreas, Fohrz 
Brentius, and other Pſexdo-Lintherans, having fſuckt in the poyſon 
of the Anabaptiſts (the Devils Maſter-engine in this latter age, with 
the Jeſuites, to reltore Pelagianiſme to the World.) and having 
added choſe old blaſphemies that concern the advancement of mans 
free-will above Gods grace, to Luthers new Maſle, as the Papiſts 
then, and ſtill in abitter ſcoffe or ſarcaſme call it, grew into ſo 
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extreme an hatred againſt the maintainers of Gods truth, both 4nay/:n Ho-4 [| | Rl 01 
within and without Germany, as they became more bitterin their {cam ?. 495, |. ns 


inveCtives againſt them, then againſt the Papiſts themſelves, and 
did even then by their falſe and prepoſterous courſes, threaten a 
ruine to themſelves, and the whole Enangelicall party, which they 
have ſince moſt miſerably effe&ed and brought to paſſe in a great 
part of the Chriſtian world ; which drew the King of great Britain, 
in the yeer 1611. to remonſtrate to the united States of the lower 
Germany upon the death of James Arminius the Anabaptiſt, or 
Pjenda-Lutheran, whom hee calls the Enemy of God, and their 
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The Primitive prafiice 
electing of Vorſtius into his chaire, whom hee calls a-blaſphemer ; 
that if they did not in time prevent the growing of that peſtilenti- 
all Se&, ic would in the iflue prove the utter ruine of their flourith- 
ing Common-weakkh. 


Sex DT IVY; 


"He Ele(orall Houle of Ssxonic, upon the deveſting of that 

| brave and pious Prince John- Frederick the true heire by 
Charles the fifth, and the inveſting of the younger Houle, to uſurp 
that honour, hath ever ſince proved a greater friend-to the Popith 
party, then to the purer Churches of Chriſtendome, of the Frenc/; 
and Helvetick, conteſſion. Aaurice that ufurped that Datchie and 
Ele&orate upon the incaptivating of the faid Duxte Fobn Frederick, 
his Coutin, firſt ruined the Piinces of the Smzc2/dick union, to 


- which himſelf hadſubſcribed, and then caſting an arabirious eye- 
- upon theEmpireic ſelf, broke his faith with-the Emperor that had 
* raiſed him ; and having patched up that dete&ion by the means of 


Ferdinand of Auſtria King of Bobemia,afterwards ſetled in the Impe- 
riall Thronehelaſtly periſhed by a violent deatt-ina-pitcht battell, 
fought againſt his fellow-Proteſtants, and ktciis brother Auguſtus 
rt ſucceed him. This new-EleQorall family aided the Leaguers in 
France,againſt that vitorious Prince, Henry the Great : They ruined 
and took priſoner their Coulin, the Duke of Saxon Weymar, (the 


- principall branch of their Houſe) in the Caſtle of Goth, in the time 


of Maximilian the Emperor,they put in their far-tetcht pretentions 
20 the Dutchie of Cleeve and: Faliers in our dayes, and joyned their 
Armes with the Archduke Leopold, againft the Marqueſle of Bran- 
denbxrg, and the Duke of Newbzrg, the indubicate heires thereof, 
whoſaright alſo was-afſerted by the whole Proteltant party beſides 
of Chriftendome.. Theſe were the fruits of their miſerable errors in 
doftrine brought in and eſtabliſhed.by James Andreas Oftander, 
and their fellow Pſeudo> Litherans, retaining ſtill their Images and 
Altars in the places of their publique worſhip, alchough they con- 
felle them to miniſter matter of offence to many of the better lear- 
ned, and matter of ſaperſticion to molt of the ignorant multitude. 
Nay,henceinthe yeer 1580.did the Pſenrdo-Lutherans proceed to in- 
forcexthe Miniſters of $ axonze to fublcribe,. amonglt other Articles, 
ro 
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for preſerving Truth, 


to that monſtrous error of the Ubiquity of Chriſts body, exploded 
with juſt derifion by Belarmine, andall learned Papiſts : And: from 
enforced ſubſcription(which is ever for the moſt part the fore-run- 
ner of perſccution ) they fell in the yeare 1591. upon the death of 
Duke-Chriſtian, the beſt of all the EleQors of the atoreſaid Arge- 
ſtus line and race, to ſhed the innocent bloud of that brave Gentlc- 
man and faithfull ſervant of the State,Parlus Krelizs,Chancellor of 
that Dutchy,for no other deli, but becauſe he was a known friend 
to the purett doftrine, & a ſtout ProteCor of thoſe whom they ſii- 
led Calviniſts, Aﬀter which followed the ſuſpenſion and impriſon- 
meat of Vrb.us Pieriiis,Profeſſor of Vittenberg,and of divers other 
learacd and godly Minilters ; yea, within a yeare or two after, fuch 
was the furious virulencie of the Inhabitants of the Town of Leip- 
ſich, led by the Scholars of the Univerlitie there, (who have lince, 
in theſe later Germ me wars, fully taſted of the divine indignation) 
as they fel] upon the houſes and movables of ſuch as embraced the 
Helvetick Confeilion, deſpoiled them of their goods, and commit- 
ted divers other outrages upon them. But moſt fatall have been 
the effeCts of this laſt Duke of S.zx-n7e's hovering neutrality in mat- 
ter of Religion,when at firſt he refuſed to be compriſed in the Pro- 
teſtant union,entred into by the Germane Princes in the yeare 1617, 
for their necetfary ſafety, when ſecondly he {tded the yeare follow- 
ing, with the Emperor /4atthzas,againit the Proteitant Bohemians : 
And thirdly, when in the yeare 1620. he joyned his Armies with 
thoſe of the Emperour Ferdinand the ſecond;(that but a few yeares 
before lay hid in obſcurity, in his {lender Patrimony at Gratz, )and 
ſo proved one of the chief cauſes of the utter ſubveriton (for oughr 
we yet ſee) of the Religion and Liberties of Germany. For had not 
Frederich.the fifth, Prince EleCtor Palatine, rather aimed at the up- | 
holding of true Religion in Bobemia, then at any ambitious ends 
of his own, he had never hazarded the peace, plenty, and quiet he 
enjoyed at Heidelberg, to have accepted that controverſall crown ar 
Pr2gne , and to have entred that Kingdome in a hoſtile manner, 
which for above the ſpace of twelve moneths before had been filled 
with warre and miſery” .. © EY 
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The Promitive praflice: 
S.E C Te Ve. 


- Doe not finde that any higher or greater puniſhment. was infli- 
- ted upon Hereticks themſelves-in the Primitive times, though 


they remained obſtinateafter all other meancs uſcd for convincing 


them of their errours, then exile or baniſhment, S*. Azſt:z writing 
to Proculianus the Donatiſt , acknowledgeth ſuch as erre from the 
truth, muſt be drawn home by milde inftruion, and not by cru- 
ell enforcement. And when Biſhop Iracius, in-the yeare 383. being 
a man of a turbulent ſpirit, and fierce nature, had cauſed Priſcilian 
the Heretique, and divers. of his followers to be put to death; 
he was firlt condemned for that bloudy a& by Thcogniſtus : And 
IF. Ambroſe afterwards meeting with ſome Biſhops at Triers, that 
had partaken with 1:acizs in that cruell execution, would not ſo 
much as entertain any communion with them.” Theodeſizs the Em- 
perour, in the Synod of Conſtantinople, in ſtead of bloud and irons, 
cauſed a publick diſpute to be afforded the Arrian;.themſelves, al- 
though they had been before. condemned by the.Councell of Nice : 
The like mercifull proviſion did.Charles the Great , and Lewes the 
Goodin France,ordaine for ſich as were counted Secrartes in their 
times. Neither did thoſe three hundred and eighteen Fathers in 
the firſt Niceze Councell, thoſe ſix hundred and thirty in that cf 
Chalcedm, or theſe hundred and fifty in that of Conſtantinople uſe 
any other weapons againſt the {ame Arrians, Neſtortans, and Ma- 
cedonians, then the Word of God; nor.ſtirred they up, or permit- 
txd the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in their dayes-to punifh them by 
death. Paulus Aquilienſis, and Cedrenus , doe alto both of them 
zeport, that when the Emperour Juſtinus uſed. clemency towards 
the very Afrian Heretiques, Theodoticus the King of Italy being 
infeQed-with the fame poyſon, did notwithſtanding, led by that 
examifle, ſaffer the Orthodox..Chriſtians to have the. free exer- 
ciſe of their Religion in all his Dominions. Wee ſhall need no 
farther examples to prove this truth,, when it is confefled by one 
of the moſt learned and beſt Romaniſts of our age, that. there 1s 
no approved example in all the 1lonuments of Antiquity, of any 
execution done upon the SefFaries of thoſe times ; but that the 


Chureh of God. did always, abhorre the ſhedding of bloud in 
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for preſerving Truth. 
matters that meerly concern Religion, Jac. Az. Thurs Progn, 
in Hiſtor. p. 5. 

SEcT. VI. 


I: is likewiſe contrary to the prattice of the beſt Princes, and-the - 
w 


teſt States of this latter age of the world , to make matter of 
hereſie it ſelfe a capitall crime. Francis the firſt of that name, King 
of Frznce, having decreed a perſecution againſt the poore Prote- 
ſtants of 1ferindoll, and Cabrieres, and being informed by William 
Bellay, Lord Langay , Governour of the Province, that they were 


harmleſs men,very laborious in their callings,juſt in their dealings, 


loyall to their Prince, charitable to the poore,and very frequent in 
their prayers to God), & their innocency being likewiſe cleared in a. 


great meaſure by Cardinall Sadler himſelfe, he cauſed them to be 


treed from further perſecution , till being falſly informed by one 
Ainerim, a turbulent fellow, that there were tifteen thouſand of 
them up inarmes in rebellion, he ra{hly gave them over to the fury 
of their enemies, yet not as Hetetiques,which he alwayes accounted 
them, but as I raytors, as he was then miſ-informed of them. In 
Germany, Ferdinand the firit, taught by the error of Charles the fifth 


his elder Brother, found no ſuch meanes to make his Government-- 
happy, and his Empire flouriſhing, as to decree the liberty of Reli- 
gon. Which courſe the good. Emperour Maximilian his Sonne - 


tollowing, dyed as happy as he lived vidtorious. The 7enetian State 


indureno Inquilitorsin matters of Religion, nor ifany of their Sub>-- 


Jjefts be accuſed of Hereſie,doe they ſuffer it to be queſtioned before 
any of the.Clergy alone, who are thirſty after bloud, but before 


them joyntly together, with their Civill Judges. The firſt Monarch .. 
in England that made matter of Religion , a capitall crime, by a - 
publick- A& or Statute, was the uſurper Henry the fourth , who . 


having by the perſwaſion and afliſtance of Thomas Arundelt , that 
traytor , Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his fellow-Prelates , de- 
poied and murdered his lawfull Soveraigne, Rzchard the ſecond, 
to curry favour. with ' thoſe bloudy. Canniballs, was forced to 


| yeeld to the murdering of Gods Saints-: ſince whoſe time the - 


bloud of che Martyrs in England, have proved the ſecd of the. 
Church, although by the ſhort raigne of that Kingdomes unfor- 


tunate 44ay, their number comes far ſhort of thoſe in France, and: 


the. 
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The Primitive praftice 
the ſeventeene Provinces ; in which two Dominions , within the 
{pace of little more then five yeares, the curious ſearcher may finde 

by diligent inquiſition , that Gods truth was ſealed under Charles 

- the ninth of France, and Philip the ſecond of Spaine, with the bloud 

> of near upon two hundred thouſand Martyrs , amongſt whom 
were flaughtered divers great and eminent perſonages of both 
ſexes : a cruelty that very Mahumetans doe abhorre ; as it appea- 
red by that which the Amballadours ſent from A4b25-1eriz.: the 
Perſian Sultan, to the Emperour Eodolph, in the yeare 160.4. did al- 
ledge to juſtifie the mercifn}l Government of that Empire, to wit, 
that all Chriſtians had free liberry of Conſcience in all their Sove- 
raignes Dominions, and theretore they exhorted his Imperiall Ma- 
jelty to joyn in a firme league with him againſt their common ene- 


-my he Turke. 
SucT; FILL. 


A. Sit is againſt the prattice of the Primitive Church , the 

courte held by the Chriſtian Emperours , and the obſer- 
vation of the wileſt Princes and States of the latter age, though 
otherwiſe Pontifician , to make matter of herelte a capitall crime, 
to inforce the Conſcience, and to put to death, for the cauſe 
of Religion meerly, ſo it is againſt the Rules of charitie and 


reaſqn. 
Firſt, It is againſt the Rules of charity, it we had no other lizht 


« 


to guide us , but the moſt wiſe anſwer of Englands Jait match- 


lefſe Edward, being then bur a childe, when he was preſſed to yeeld 
his afſent to the burning of an Heretique; hat ( ſaid he ) ſhall 


fend him to hell ? By which he truly intimated, that, whereas in all 


other offences, the MaletaQors are puniſhed with death, becaute it 
may be hoped they have repented the {inne;but to deſtroy an Here- 
tick before conviction, is to be the Devils Catour, and to ſend him 
in proviſion even to Hell it felfe. For the very pertinacious holding 
of an Herefie is agreed on by all fides to be a damnable ſinne, and 
then the cutting them off in that ſinne, is to be the immediate In- 
ſtrument of their perdition. This doth that virulent Romanilt 
or monſter of men, Nicholas Harpsfeild, in his Wiclevian Hiſtory 
openly boaſt of, Cap. 16. p. 717. That thoſe ons 
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far preſerutng Truth, 9 
of Chriſt whom he calls ) Heretiques, did in the fires that conſa- 
med their bodies,taſte the firſi-fruics of the eternall fire they endu- 
red afterwards. On the other fide , if they ſuffer net bur for feare 
of death, hope of preterment, or other baſe ends, turne from one 
Religion to another;eſpecially from the truth to errour and Idola- 
try, without inſtruQion, or reaſonable convition, they onely dif- 
{emble-outwardly ; as the Hdoores of Granado did under that bloudy 
Philip the ſecond of Spaine, who being enforced to be preſent at the 
Maſle in the morning, praiſed their own Mahumetaniſme in the 
evening ; or els their conſcience being ſhipwracked by their Apoſta=-- 
fie before conviation, with Francs Spirz they are ſwallowed up of 
deſpaire, or with Peter Efpmac,Archbithop of Lims,of the Henetich | 
faction in Henry the fourths time of Fr.mce,. with Juſt and Epicu- 
riime, who praiſed that emiſculating linne wich h's o vn lifter. 
Thie Fervs in England trom JVillian the tirfts time,tiil the eizhtecnth 
yeare of Fdw.rd the ficſt , were the onely Uiurers of the Realme, 
and brought in large contribations and tallages to the Kings un- 
der whom they lived, and enjoyed here the freedome of their con- 
ſciences:At their deaths their whole Eſtates eſcheated to the King, 
which their next heires commonly redcemd tor one full third part 
of three: But to incourage them to turne Chriſtians, it-was-ap= 
pointed in the Aſſize,by which they were govern'd under their own 
proper and peculiar Jattices, that if any Jew dyed, whole heire be- - 
came a Chriſtian, he ſhould inherit all che eſtate. of his Anceſtors, . 
without any further fine or compotttion with the Prince. The Mas - 
ſter of the Rolls-houſe in Lodo, and orher places in vther Cities 
of the Kingdome were appointed for the encercaihment of thoſe 
Chriſtian converts , and were thence catled Domus Converſoram ; 
All which may clearly be gathered out of thoſe Reco: ds of the Ex- 
chequer, commonly called, The great Pipe Roltes, and the Communi.z 
Roles : By which allurements ſome of the Fewes out of malice to 
their fellowes, or having committed ſome penall offence to eſcape 
thepuniſhment praGiiſed amongſt themtelves, orels for lucre ſake, 
(the fin of avarice being connaturall to moſt of them) were bap- 
tized and became Chriſtians outwardly, withour any due inſtru&i- 
on in the Chriſtian faith before-hand, and being convinced alfo 
that the Papiſts adoring: or bowing to,and towards Images,Altare, 
Reliques, and the lice trumpery; was abloJute idolatry —_ _ 
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The" Primitive praffice 


ſecond Commandement, they proved, as commonly the Jewes and 


Chriſtians at this day do,when they turn-Turks,the wretchedeſt yar- 
lets inthe whole Kingdome. What were the poor-1ndians wont to 
ſay, when to avoid the Spaniards extreame and inhumane cruelties, 
they were drawn to their 4/aſes, but that fince they became Chri- 


ſtizns,they had learned-to ſwear and drink ? It was an excellent and 


juſt ſentence which one ofthe Grand Seigniears pronounced againſt 


divers hundreds of Chriſtians , that falling down-before him, made 


declaration,that they had deſerted their Sacra, and given up their 


-names to 1ahemet, he inquired ofthem why they did ſo; and they 


confeſſing plainly,that they did itrobe freed from:thoſe many taxes, 


contributions and oppreſiions which they before groancd under; 


he rejeCted their enforced converſion for outward ends , and com- 
-manded their taxes and leviesto be continued. This Heroick ation 
of the Turkiſh Monarch, was not much ſhort of that policie of one 
-of the ancient Chriſtian Emperours, who having his Army mixed 

of Chriſtians and Pagans, and deliring to diſcover who of the firſt 


_ averelittle better then thoſe of the latter, made, like another eh, 


a publike Declaration for the reſtoring of Paganiſme, upon which, 
divers of the Chriſtian Commanders ſhewing themſelves forward to 
deſert the truth, andto follow the ftream and time, he preſently 
reproved and caſhier d them; alledging, that all ſuch were unwor- 
thy to ſerve any Prince that had proved unfaithfull to that divine 
Majeſty, by which Princes rule. 


h S8ct VIilk 


A* it is againſt theDiFamen of Chriſtian Charity,to make mat- 
{"' ter of Religion a capitall crime, or to enforce the conſcience, 
without a full and clear conviRtion, from the profeſſion of one 
Religion to another, or toany new burthenſome Ceremonies, to 
+beſuperadded in the publick worſhip of God, although the Reli- 
gionit ſelf remain the ſame it was beforein the generall ; fo it is a- 
gainſtthe rulesof Reaſon it ſelf. This was confefſed by Henry 3. of 
-France,oneof themoſt impotent Princes that ever fwayed that Scep- 
ter, and moſt inveterateenemy that ever the Proteſtants had, having 
been inſtrufted to hate,betray,and perſecute them, by Katherine de 
Aedices his bloudy mother, even from his very Cradle; yet when 
Fames Clement a Jeluited Monk had ſheathed a knife in his bowels, 


and 
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for preſerving Truth, 
and that hee ſaw himſelf neer the minutein which hee was to give 
an account of all his cruelties to the ſupreme Judge of Heaven and 
earth, hemade an effeQuall ſpeech to the chief Commanders of his 
Army, being moſt of them Romaniſts : To acknowledge and obey the 
King of Navar (then a Proteſtant) 4s their lawfull Soveraigne, and 
the lineall heire of the French Crown, and to know this undoubted 
truth for the future; That Religion which is diſtilled into the ſouls of men 
by God himſelf, cannot be enforced by man. The ſame truth likewiſe, 
and aimoſt in theſe very words, did the Lord Brederode, and the 
other Proteſtants of the lower Germany alledge for their juſt excuſe 
in their united Apologze, publiſhed in the yeere 1566, and further 
added ; 'That if the Papilſts did conceive their Religion to be the truth, 
they ſbould in ſieed of blood, fines, impriſonments and exilings, follow 
the ſeaſonavle advice of wiſe Gamaliel, and try a while, whether the 
Proteſtants ſeparation from them were of God or not ;, for otherwiſe, 
if by force and tyrannie they did compell them to profeſſe and pratfice 
thoſe acfions in Gods worſhip which they accounted abominable, and 
flid alſo reſtrain them from performing thoſe holy duties towards God, 
wherein they were convinced the truth of bis ſervice conſiſted, their con= 
' ſciences muſt needs be ſhipwracked and undone, and ſo in ſtead of mas 
king them new Conveits, they ſhould leave them Atheilts and Liber- 
tines. This very obje&ion alſo (in the yeere 1572) did Katherine 
de Medices of Florence, then Queen mother of France, (though the 
liccle praCtiſed the truch of the Conſequence) make in the Treaty 
of marciage of Francis deV alois her youngelit ſonne, with Queen 
Elizabeth of England. The great rub pretended on both tides, 
(though the match was never really intended by either Queen) 
was matter of Religion ; in which that glorious Virgin Monarch, 
having given her Ambaſſador expreſſe inſtruQtions, not to yeeld fo 
far asthat the Duke of Alenzon ſhould be permitted the celebrati- 
on of his afſe in private. What MF. I alſingham,ſaith the Queen- 
mother upon his next audience, Will your Miſtrefſe have my Son 
turn Atheiſt,and profefſe no Religion atall? For with your Church 
hecannot joyn, till he be further inſtraRed ; and you will not ſuf- 
ter him to continue thoſe Sacra by which hee hath hicherto ſerved 
God, what ſhall hee turn Heather till you have converted him ? 
Though this unfortunate Lady did by this her wife anſwer diſcover 
the true madneſle of all —_— ſhe not forbeare to _ 
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| The Primitive prafiice 
her cruell hands for many yeers after, inthe blood of Gods Saints, 
and cauſed many,as S*.Paulwitneſfeth of himſelf, before his'conver- 

fion,to blaſpheme,by their ejuration cf thz known truth, and their 
ſubſcriptionsto the Popiſh trumperies ; of which,ſome that perlifted 
in Papifry,turned prodigious linnersandlibertines; and others with: 
the King of Nzvar,and Prince of Conde,as ſoon as they got looſe,re- 
turned to the known truth. The heroick anſwer ot chat brave Prince, 
Fobn Frederick EleCor, and Dake of S2xonze, is worthy to be ingra= 
ven in leters of gold on pillars of brafle, who being taken priſoner 
by the Emperor, Char/esche fifch, inthe yeer 1547. and threatened 
with preſent death,except hewould renounce and yeeld up his Ele- 
Qorate and Dutchie to his falle and treacherous Conti Aaxrice, 
and become a Romaniſt,yeelded readily to all the former conditions, 
but abſolutely refuſed che Jatter : And when in the yeer tollowing, 
that wicked interim was yeelded unto by all the P: inces of Germany; 
ſome being driven by fear, and others drawn on by flattery, which 
was, That Popery ſhould be reſtored in all places, till a generall Councell 
were called, and further order taken for the liberty of Religion; This 
godly Prince, though Cefers.captive, could never be drawn to ſub- 
{ſcribetoit; and when thoſe two {ubtile Perenots, Nicholas Cardinall 
Granvel.m ihe Father,and Anthony the Biſhop of Arras his ſon, had 
uſed many arguments toperſwade him, 1h: (faith hee) wor'd yore 
draw me 10? Tam convinced the Religion I now live in to be the truth, 
axd ſhou'd T outwardly m3ke profeſſion of any other, I ſhou'd but diffemble 
wath God and the Emperor, and ſy draw neer to that unpardonable ſin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt : with which anſwer, Charles the fifth himſelf 
was ſo pleaſed,as he more reſpefted and honoured the Dake ever af- 
ter. Whatthis pious Prince forelaw and avoided, too many by la- 

mentable experience have found true,and repented,who having ab- 
jured the truth for fear, and felt but a while the horror of an af- 
flitted and wounded conicience,have haſtcd ro thoſe Popiſh Officers, 
as divers in Ergl/anddid in Queen aries time,wheretheir abjurati- 
ons and recantations.remained, and having gotten ſight of them, 
have rent them. into many pieces, and joytully imbraced, not only 
theic Irons, but the ſtake it ſelf, as a+ far more eaſe ſuffering then 
what they before felt and indured. Had Charles the 9*h of France 
but followed the good counſell was openly given him in the Parli- 
ament at. S*, Germans the figſt yeer of his reign,. That the —_— 
0) 
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for preſerving Truth, 
of Religion neither ought,nor ever could be compoſed by blond and 
cruelty,but by Gods Word and ſeaſonableconferences,he had never 
made his raign and memory ſo infamous to poſterity as now it is, 
nor drawn the divine vengeance upon himſelf, by ſhedding ſo much 
innocent blood as afterwards he did. For as divers were butcher'd by 
him inthat barbarous maſſacreat Parzs,in the yeer 1572.10 Henry de 
Clermont (commonly firnamed Bourbon) Prince of Conde, was tome 
days after the generall {laughter of the Proteſtants,committed there, 
appointed by him todie,but his pardon being obrained by Elizabeth 
( a name, it ſeems, only proper to gracious and excellent ſove- 
raigneſſes) his Queen, one of the daughters of the good Emperor 
HMiximilian, (although Conde knew it not) hee comes to him, and 
tels him,of three things he muſt ele one : either to heare Maſle,to 
die,or to ſuffer perpetual] impriſonment ; the young Prince no whit 


that T ſhould chooſe the firſt, bat of the two latter, T am ready to ſubmit 
to that which your Highneſſe ſhall appoint. There Is as rare a ſtory of 
the Lady Fane Gray, eldelt daughter of Henry Gray, Duke of Suffolk , 
not much infcriour in birth and extraCtion to Conde himſelf, by her 
mothers {ide,who was grandchilde and co-heire to Edward the 4, 
King of England, related by a Gentleman, and a Courtier, as it 
ſeems (for I finde not his name) under Queen yy, in the yeer 
1553. who dined at MF. Partriges houſe within the Tower with her, 
whileit ſhe remained a priſoner there, which narration well deſer- 
ving to be tranſmitted to poſterity, doth here enſue out of a 17anz- 
ſcript Hiſtory of a great part of that Queens time,the very Antogr.ph 

it ſelfbeing in my Library, written by the ſaid Gentleman with his 

own hand, ſome few wordsbeing added, which were at firſt caſti- 
ally omitted by his haſte, or inadvertency in penning of it, and 

ſome other words changed and written according tothe manner of 
ſpeech now uſed : On Tueſday,the 29 of Auguſt, T dined at Partriges 

houſe with my Lady Jane, &c. After that we fell in diſcozrſe of matters of 
Religion,and ſhe acked what he was that preached at Pauls on Sunday be- 
fore, and ſo it was told her to beone $.f.*.7.*.*.* 1 pray you (quoth ſhe ) had 

they Maſſe in London? Tez forſooth (quoth T) in ſome places : It may 

be ſo (quoth ſte) it 15 not ſo ſtrange as the ſudden converſion of the late 

* Duke, for who would have thought, ſaid ſhee, hee wonld have ſo done ? 
It was. anſwered ber, Perchance hee thereby hoped to-have had his pardon. 


abaſhed, makes him this ſudden and brave anſwer : God forbid, Sip, 


*Zoba Dudley It; 
Duke of Nyr-$F8 


C0 Pardon ! "umbcrland, ol 


Ol bay Or wo 


ow BY PSY, Fu A. ve IS " _ 
fo Berne a « O88 36 S-Goan -- 
- _— oy A. Hs ot” + 4-408 LE RIS S-% 
© XS nd, aaa fret 2965 uh to EE; >30 
| os Fond 5 doth ne _ _ + 8 


_ 


_ 


— . 
EE", 


wm 
nas. IJ 


Or IOOALS 


OY Ras. Sow. , 


—— by 
a. ens a ea on On 


he ns 
LOTT IS. 


bor oe 


The Primitzvue prafiice- 


Pardon | (quoth ſpee,) Wo worth him, hee hath brought me and our ſtock, 
in moſt nuſerable calamity and miſery by his exceeding ambition; but 
- forthe anſwering that hee hoped for life by bis turning, though other men 
be of that opinion, I.utterly am not : for what man us there living, 1 
pray you, although hee had been innocent, that would hope for life in 
that caſe, being in the field againſt the Queen in perſon as General, 
and after his taking ſo hated andevill ſpoken of by the Commons, and at 
his coming into priſon ſo wondred at, as the like was never heard by any 
mans time ; who can judge that hee ſhowld hope for pardon, whoſe life was 
odious to all men ? But what will yee more ? like as his life was wicked 
and full of diſumulation, ſo was hu end there rfter : T pray God T, nor 
no friend of mine die ſo ; ſhould T, who am young, and in the flower of 
my yeeres forſake rry faith for the love of life ? Nay, God forbid; much 
more hee ſhould not, whoſe fatall corſe, although hee had lived his juſt 
zumber of yeers,. could not have long continued : But life was ſweet, it 
appeared ſo hee might have lived, you will ſiy, be did not care bow 3 
indeed the reaſon 3s good': for hee that won'd4 have lived in chains 
to, have his life, belthe would leave no means u1attempted : but God 
be mercifull to us, for hee ſaith, Whoſo denzeth him before men, hee 
will not know bim in bis Fathers Kingdome, How juſtly may the 
maſculine conſtancic of this excellent Lady, whoſe many vertues 
the pens of her very enemies have acknowledged, riſe up in judge- 
ment againſt all ſuch poore ſpirits, who for feare of death, or 
ather outward motives,{hall deny God and his truth, and ſocrown 
the Trophece of the Antichriſtizz or mongrill adverſaries by their 
hmentableapoſtalice. For what ſhee here ſpake Chriſtianly, ſhee 
within a few moneths after performed conftantly, her life being 
taken from her on the 12t" day of February, 1553. having lived 
ficſt to fee Mr. Hardimg her fathers Chaplain revolted to Antichriſt, 
to whom ſhewrote an eftefua]l Letter-of admonition and reproof, 
publiſhed by 'MF. Fox in his Afts and monuments, p. 1291. not un- 
worthy the peruſall of the ableſt Chriſtians and greateſt Doors. 


Sxn:c7. 1 


F : Sitis againſt the diftamen of reaſon,to make matter ofReligi- 
Z Jon a capitall-crime, io it is againſt the rules of policy ic-ſelf, in 
reſpeQthat herefic and falſhood,which would in-time dic of them- 

| ſelves, 


for. preſerving Truth. 


felves,are thereby increaſed & propagated,and ſo the end for which - 


force and violence areuſed,is no wayes obtained thereby. This was 
verified in the death of Priſcilzan the heretique of 91d, by which his: 
followers were mightily encreaſed, and having betore but reve- 
renced him as a holy man, did afterwards adore him as a Martyr. 
The preſent age verifies it in the death of Michael Serverus the Spa- 
niard, and -other Anabaptiſts, though moſt neceſſarily cut off by 
the ſword of the Magiſtrate, for their blaſphemous opinions and 
lawleſs Tenets, tending to the utter ſubveriton of all Civill govern- 
ment. The Anabaptiſts in their Dialogues, publiſhed in che Engliſh 
tongue in Queen aries dayes,chough they craftily withdrew ma- 
ny of their Anarchicall Tenets ( agreeing almoit verbatim with 
the workes ſince penned by James Arminins , and thelatter Ana- 


baptiſts) doe extoll that Servetus as a Prophet of the Lord; and - 


their numbers are at this day fo increaſed, as they conſtitute or 
make a conſiderable party in divers parts of Chriſtendome. But 
thoſe curſed enemies of the truth, that thine by periecuting it, to 
aboliſh it, as they fight againſt God himſelte in io doing, 1o have 
they heretofore, and ſhall ſtill in deipight ot all their devilliſh poli- 
cy tor the time to come increaſe and propagate the ſame. This,ifall 


other Inſtances wanted, would ſutiiciently appeare in that- famous 


example of an Engliſh Schoolnatter, a molt zealous Papiſt in the 
dayes of King Edward the fixt, who afterwards in the beginning of 
Queen aries government,frequenting the fires of ſome of the Mar- 
rs, was ſo convinced with hearing what they ſpare, and ſeeing 
how chearfully they tuffered, as he himlelte relinquiſhing the for- 
mer ignorance and idolatry he had ſo long embraced, at laft wit- 
neſſed the truth with his own bloud.Not he onely,but many thou- 
fands alſo beſides , were doubtleſs inabled by the cleare ſhining of 
thoſe fires, to diſcerne the foulneſſe of thole myſteries of darkneſs, 
ander which-they had been ſo long .held captive. And after her 
ſhort Raigne (infamouſed by ſo much bloud-thed) wasexpired, it. 
facilitated the way for her royall fiſter El:zabeth to reſtore the truth 
at an eaſie rate. When the Executtoner came behind ohrs Hus, to 
kindle the pile that encompaſſed him : Come hither my friend, ( ſaid 
he) and kindle it here before, for had 1 feared what thou bringeſt, Thad 
not appeared at this Stake to day. His death brought ſo incredible 


progreſke to the true Church in Bohemia, as did allo that of Jerome . 
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The Primitive praftice 
'of Prague his Contemporanie, that their bloudy perſecutors had juft 
cauſe within a few yeares after their deceaſe, to acknowledge their 
own-errour in having haſtened their ends. As fruitfull a ſeed-time 
to the Church in France, proved the death of Annas Burgus, a Se> 
-nator of Pars, in the yeare 1559-under Francis the ſecond. A man 
he was {0 vertuous and innocent in his lite, as ſcme of the very ene- 
mies cf the Truth laboured his delivery when he was in prifon,and 
10 reſolute and chearfull in his death, as it uncouraged thouſands 
in that Kingdome, in the conſtant profeſſion of the Reformed Re- 
lipion. What better ſuccetſe had all the bloudy executions of Fer- 
dinand de Toledo,that mercileſs Duke of Alva, and of his new erefted 
Piſhops inthe lower Germany,bur that the Goſpei at thelaſt got the 
victory over hell, and all the powers of darkneis ? Neither indeed 
could thoſe cruell Inquilitors have expc&Ged other iſſue, had they 
buc truly conſidered what Religion had been ; and tht Princes and 
States may command the bodies , but not the ſon'es and conſciences of 
men ; Which having been once perſwaded by Initrution and In- 
formation to embrace and beleeve any opinions,though heretical], 


- and therefore much more the Truth it felte, can never be driven 


trom them, but by the ſame meanes of a further and more cleare 
Intiraftion. The godly have ever lookt upon chaines, priſons, 
racks, and fires, as the tryall and reward of their faith, more fear- 
ing todoe evill , then to 1uffer evill , well knowing that they ſhall 
neither ſufter more, nor their cruel! enemies be able to inflitt more, 
then God (hall turne to his own endlefle glory, and their everla- 
ſting good. Did'the Heathen Poet delire to be ſent back to the Mines 
(a lite more tedious then that of the Gallyes) rather then he would 
commend a few bad Verſes,contrary to his judgement? Could Epi- 
cxrus, that impure Philoſopher, ſay of a wiſe man, that if be were 
ſcorched in Phalaris Bullhe would not be mywved with it but onely cry out, 
Dulce eſt, & ad me non attinet.? Or the young Stoick in Gelizs, to 
maintaine the Apathie of his Se,neither groane nor frowne in the 
midſt of a burning feaver ? And thall we thinke that Gods Saints 
who have their reaſon heightened and irradiated by grace, and 
their - ſoules immoveably founded upon a lively and living faith, 
will feare to loſe their eſtates, liberties, and lives for the Truths 
ſake? No doubtleſs, but as the Gold is tryed by the Furnace, and 
cleared from the drofle, ſo in time of pertccution they ſhall be dif- 
cerned 


for preſeruiag Truth, 
aerned from all hypocrites, Atheiſts, [;bercines, and Time-{rvers 
whatſoever. 


SECT. X. 
Ut oh that Princes and Great ones would ſhake off thoſe fleſh- 


flyes and Sycophants, who tell them the contrary, and know 
theTruth to be that nothing can more infamouzz their raignes and” 


memories to Poſterity,nothing bring more inevitable ruine to their 


Perſons, nothing finally prove ſo deadly a Conſumption among(t- 


cheir poſterity , as to inforce the Conſciences of their Subjedts, by 
fines, impriſonments, ſubſcriptions, recantations, depauperations, 
and death. Charles the hft having obrained the Imperiall Chaire, 
by the money and meanes of Henry the eighth of Eugl2nd, was the 
moſt potent Emperour that ever Germ2ny had, as long as he main- 


tained the peace of Religion,bur having yeelded-to the Popes inſti- 


ations, and proſpered a while in his intended extirpation of the-- 


Truth, he found at laſt by experience what his brave and valianc 
Generall C:ſtaldus had foretold him ; Th. theſe violent proceedings 
would in the end prove fat all to himſelfe ; For having firlt fled away ar 


mid-night in a cold and rainy feaſon from On{prxch,for teare of the - 
Proteſtant Army , he was afterwards (in ſtead of ſaling his fonne 
Philip in his own Chaice,which he had tul'y intended) faine to fur- - 


render up the Empire to Ferdinand his Brother, who for divers: 


moneths before had entred into a ſecret league with the Proteſtant-. 


Princes of Germa2ny, and {o having lived a few yeares-afcec ina de- 
ſpiſed and diſconfolate folitule,hear laſt ended his life very ingle-- 
riouſly. His ſonne Philip the ſecond, the moſt inveterate enemy cf 
the Goſpel that ever lived, did not onely fer up Shambles and But- 
cheries for Gods Saints in moſt of his own large Dominions by his: 
Inquiſitors , but continually ayded the Rebells in France, England, 
and Trelznd,againſt their lawful! Soveraignes,and plotted to invade 
all other Proteſtant Dominions in Chrittendome, that ſo ac laſt by 
one generall carnage of them all, he and his holy Father the Pope, 
might have ſhared the Chriſtian world by a double Monarchy of 
the Church and Empire between them. But did this bloudy Prince 
proſper in theſe his ambitions and cruel] defignes ? Certainly, no- 
thing leſſe; for what got he by his invading France by land, England 
and Trelz2d.by Sea,and by his large Penſions conferred -on the tray-- 
A tors - 
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The Pramiteve prafitce 
cors and ſecret enemies of either State; but thatin theiffte having 
waſted about thirty millions of money upon thoſe fruitleſs defigns, 
and not gained a foot of ground incither of thoſe Realmes;he loſt 
a great part of the Seventeen-Provinces,with whom having broken 
the Oath ſolemnly ſworne to them upon his Inauguration, they by 
alliftance of England, and France, freed themſelves from his unjuſt 
oppreſſion and-tyranny ? Neither did the divine Juſtice let him ſo 
eicape, but raiſed a fire in his own houle, ſo as the Jealt of Augruſtier 
touching Herod, might well be veriticd in him, That it bad been bet- 
ter to have been his ſwine then his ſanne. For whereas he had ifſue by 
Mary his firlt wife, the daughter of Job the third of that name, 
Ling of Portzegall, one onely fonne called Charles, a Prince of ad- 
mirable towardlineſle; heducing the life of Ezg/znds unhappy 111- 
ry, his ſecond wite, treated a marriage for his ſaid ſonne with Ez- 
zabeth the eldeit daughter of Henry the ſecond of France; During 
the treaty ary his wite dying, he marries the Princeſſe E/;z2heth 
himſelte, intended for his ſonne : they both often in private after 
never forgetting their old affe&tion,lament their unhappy lofſe each 
of other: the ſonne allo diitaſts his Fathers cruelties, and the but- 


cheries of his Inquilitors. This enraged his jealous Father , who 


having in the yeare 1568. firft impriſoned him, within a few dayes 
after poyſoned him in a dith of brgath. His Mother in Law follow- 
ed him within a few moneths after, ſent out of the world by the 
ſame kind hand and meanes, ( fay the French Writers) the violence 
oi the poyſon cauſing her to miſcarry alſo by an abortion. And 
then was Philip the Father put to ſeek out a tourth wife, and ha- 
ving married Arne the daughter of ary, his own naturall ſiſter, 
he had ifſue by her, Ferdinandand Fames, both cut off by death in 
their Infancy, and Philip who being the onely iflue of this inceſtu- 
ous Match, lived to inherit his Fathers Dominions,though not the 
full meaſure of his cruelties, having been perhaps forewarned by 
his fad and loathſome end, to purſue a more milde and peaccable 


Government. Rodolph the ſecond of that name, Emperour of Ger- 
many , not following the ſteps of the wiſe 14aximilian his Father, 


bur of the foreſaid Philip his Brother in Law , ſought by all ſecret 
and hoſtile means to enervate and deſtroy Religion in the Empire. 
What got heby it, buc to have the curſe of the Scripture to fall up- 
- on him ; That tbe Elder Brother ſbould ſerve the younger? for Matthias 
' the 


for preſerving Truth, 


the Arch-Dake of 4uſtriz, railing an Army in the yeere 1608. and 
Joyning his Forces with thoſe of the oppreſſed Proteſtants in Bobemia, 
hemmed-up his brother Rodo{ph in Prague,got the Kingdom of Hur- 
gary from }1imin poſteſlion,the Empire in reverſion,and left him on= 
ly the robes and complements of Majeſtyzwhich notorious atfront he 
did not long over-live,nor ever had the means or power to revenge. 


SncT. XK 


F wee paſſe ont of Sp.zin and Germany, from the Houſe of Auſtriz 
] into France, to conlider the ſad ſuccefles of the Princes of the 
V al:ſian line, upon their hatred and perſecution of Religion, wee 
{hall ſee ſo many inſtances of Gods juſt indignation againſt them, 
as they may nor only leave to all poſterity a juſt zround of admira- 
tion, but ſave us the labour alſo of ſearching any further back into 
the elder Hiſtories of Gods judgements powred out on the perſe- 
cuting Emperonrs in the Primitive times. Herry the ſecond of 
France, was meanly married to Katherine de Afedices, the Niece of 
Pope Clement the ſeventh, during the life of Francis the Dolphine, 
his elder brother,afterwards poyſoned. That prudent Prince,Fran- 
cs the firſt, his Father decealing, hee ſucceeded him in his Throne 
and Purple, and ſwayed the French Scepter divers yeers, with much 
tranquillity and happineſſe, till loathing the coiture of his Queen, 
unfic indeed for a Princes bed, he grew highly enamoured on Pi#a- 
viaot V alence, a waman of exquilite beauty and good extraftion : 
with whom hee long after lived in continuall adyowtrie, and was 
by !herjnticed to the perſecution and ſlaughter of the Proteſtants. 
in the yeere 1553- that ſo by the confiſcation of their lands and 
goods, ſhee mightenrich her ſelf and her kindred. This perfecuti- 
on {ſet a period to all his former viQories, and was followed the 
next yeere with the loſſeof the City of Sens in Traly tothe Sp.- 
73ard, the death of that gallant old Generall Leo Strozzz, by a baſe 
hand, and the overthrow of the French Army by Fames de Medices. 
In the yeer 1556. the violence of perſecution was again renewed 
againſt the Profeffors of the Truth, and the very next yeer follow- 
ing,as before, God again gave up the Frexch Army to theflaughter 
of the Spaniards, and the Dutch, at the fiege and battell fe Bo - 
tins, in which there: were about _ {hin upon the place;-and 
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The Primitive praftice 


many of'them fignall men, and the Fown ſoone after taken-in by 
aſſault, Anna Dake of Memorancie himf(elf,the Conſtable of France, 
Gafper de Colignie, Farle of Ceſtilion, Admiral] of France, the Mar- 
ſhall of St Andrew, the Duke of Longevite, and a number of other 
great Peers were taken priſoners. In ſumme, the lofſe and {laugh- 
ter was ſo great and farall to the French, as it well-neer equalled 
that.vitory obtained by the Duke of Bozerbor, at the battell of Pa- . 
via in Ttaly, againit Frances the firſt his Father ; yet Henry the ſecond 
ſtil! ſhuts his eyes againſt the cauſe of all theſe lofes,and having his 
keart already cauterized by Juſt,he not only cauſed*the godly to be 
committed-to the flames,but would needs view their torments him=- 
{clf, as a pleaſing ſpeCtacle, and had conſpired and combined with: 
Philip the ſecond of Spain,his new Sonne tn Law, for the utter ruine 
and finall ſubverſion of Geneva : Nay, but a few houres before his 
death, in the yeer 1559. Lodowick Faber, and Annas Burgus, two 
Senators of Paris, becauſe they had ſpoken a little freely for the in- 
nocency and piety of the Proteſtants in the open Senate, were im- 
prifoned upon hisexprefſe command in the Baſtile in the ſame City 
hy Gabriel Earle of /1-ngomery,one of the Captains of his Guard; 
and the perſecution againſt all others of the ſame profeſſion grew 
hot and furious, when the King upon the 29 of June the ſame- 
yeere, running at Tilt with that very Earle of 14ongomery, and neer 
the very Baſtzle, where the Senators remained priſoners, was ſtruck 
with a ſplinter of Adongomeries ſpeare through his eye into his 
brain, and-never had the happinefſe to ſpeak:any one word af- 
ter, though he ſurvived the wound a few dayes, or to acknowledge 
his former Juſt and crnelty.. Had the Papiſts but ſuch an inſtance 
of Gods immediate providence in vindicating their cauſe,we ſhould- 
ſoon heaxe of one true miracle amidit ſo many falfe and adulterate. 
But if wee fuxther looke to Gods hand that followed this Prince in 
hispoſterity.it will yet ſeem the greater Miracle; for of five ſons hee 
had, all except one, died without lawkull-iflue to ſurvive them, and 
three of them by violent deaths,and in.his poſterity ended the Y ales. 
fan line,. the Crown devolving thereupon to the reyall branch of. 
Clrmmt,commonty called Bourbon, whom his ſons haqmoſt bitrer<- 
ly hated. and perſecuted. Of all his five daughters;three died ifluleſs,. 
aud the eldeſt that had iſſue was cut off by poyſon. Nay, his very 
Baſtard ſon, Herry of Engolifme. a great aQor OEI——_— the- 
maſſacre 
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for preſerving Truth, 
maſſacre of Paris, periſhed alſo by the ſtab of Philip Altovit a Flo- 
rentize, his old enemy, in the yeer, 1586, during the raign of Henry 
the third his brother, 


SECT. XIF. 


Oc Ch.rks the ninth (third ſon of Henry the ſecond aforeſaid) 
that ſucceeded Francy the ſecond his brother, in the Kingdome 
of France,inthe yeer 1560. had he continued his raign with as much 
mercy and wiſdomeas he began ir,or followed the grave and ſeaſon- 
able advice of Michael Hoſpitalins his Chancellor in his latter yeers,, 
as well as he did in his former, he had in all likelihood lived as ver- 
tuoully as hee died miſerably. Hee had ſcarce raigned two yeers in 
peace and plenty,when Katherine de 1edices his mother,deliring to 
veſt and fettlethe Regencie in her (elf, by raiſing combuſtions in the 
Realm, began to perſwade her ſon to revive and renew thoſe perſe- 
cutions againſt the Proteſtants which his father had begun ; ſhee re= 
conciled her ſelf to Francis Lorainer,Dake of Guiſe,whom but a little 
before ſhe had juſtly feared and hated,being a ſecret enemy to Lewes 
de Clermont, Prince of Conde: He and the Marſhall of S* Andrew ha- 
ving gained Anna de Memorancy,Conftable of France to their party, 
conſpired all together for the utter ruine of the truth. The Pro- 
teſtants in the mean, ſeeing the King in his Infancy, to be held 
captive, as it were, by this Traumvirate, take up Arms by the Queen= 
mothers own inſtigation, to maintain the Kings Edi@ of Paciticatt- 
on,publiſhed in the yeer 1561.and commonly called The Edif# of Fa- 
nitary. The yeer following, by the inſtigation of the ſame Triunri- 


rate, not only the Queen-mother, but Anthony de Clermont (uſual- _ 


ly firnamed Boxrbon) King of Navar allo,(who yer died a Proteſtant) 
was drawn on to afſail the ſaid Prozeſtazts by open force,they in the 
mean time filling the Queen-mothers ears with thele vain flatteries, 
that ſhe ſhould ſoon ſee theutter ruine of all the Heretihes in France; 
from which timethat goodly kingdome,fo rich,peaceable and flou- 
riſhing, for neer upon forty yeers together, (tome ſhort times of 
truce and peace being interpoſed) was filled with craelties, ravages, 
raviſhments, blood-ſhedding, battels, fires, ſlanghters, and all other 
calamitous deſolations that accompany inteſtine andcivill broiles; 
in the iſſue of all which, the Proteſtants being increaſed in theie- 
Z D 2 ſtrength 
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The Primitive praftice : 


ſtrength and numbers, obtained a more firm and advantageous 

peace then ever they had before enjoyed : v;hereas thoſe three In- 

endiaries of all theſe miſeries-periſhed within a few. yeers atter, by 

the juſt judgement of God, in the very at of-their hoitile purſue 
ments of his children : The Marſhall of Saint Andrew was {lain at 
thebattell of Dreux, Annas de Mlemorancie under the very walls of 
Paris, and Francis Lorainer, Duke of Guiſe, was piſtolled by John 
Poltrot, at the fiege of Orleance. King Charles ſeeing that open torce 
conld not deſtroy the truth, nor root out the Profefors thereof, 

abour two yeers. before the helliſh maſſacre began at Parzs, and 
continuedto the perpetuall infamy of France in divers other Cities 
in that Realm, held a ſecret Councell in the Caſtle of Blozs with 
Katherine de Medices his mother, Alexander and Hercules (called 
alſo Henry and Erancs his two brothers, and Henry Lorainer, fon 
and heir of the before piſtolled Duxe Francis, Duke of Gaiſe ; by 
what means they might beſt draw the Proteſt2ts into their toile to 
deſtroy andmurther them. The ſame Councell was held again by 
King Charles in the houſe of Hierozimo de Gondy at S*. Clow, and the 
time andorder of the bloody marriage banquet. to b>-ſerved in at 
the nuptials of the King of Navar, with the Lady 17argaret his ſiſter, 
was there agreed upon,and-refolved-of,almoſt, in the ſame manner 
as.it was afterwards put in execution upon the 24.day of Augſt,be- 
ing S* Bartholomew day, in the yeer 1572. in which were moſt in- 

mumanely ſlaughtered wichin the ſpace of few dayes, of men, wo-- 
men and children, many of them alſo being great and honourable 
perſonages of either fex,about thirty thonſand: And while the Dake 
of Ge was buſte in proſecuting that mercilefſe and inhumane exe- 
.cution, it was ferioully advifed upon,anddifputed of, in the Queen- 
mothers Cabinet-councell, whether it were not neceſſary that hee 
himſelf, and_the reſt of his family then there, ſhould alſo be dit- 
patched at the ſame timein that tumult : King Charles himſelf never 
ſaw good day after that bloody maffacre, although his Court ſyco- 
phantskad promifed him it ſhould prove the firſt happy day of his 
abſolute Monarchie ; for though hee had been long drenched in 
laſt, (a fin feldome ſeparated from a Perſecutor) by his ordinary 
advowtrie with a mean wench of Or/eance, on whom hee begot 
Charles of .Engniifme, after Earle of Amvergne ; and though he had 
been. trained-ap by his mother, to ſee theflanghter of beaſts, and 
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for preſerurng Truth, 


ever in the chaſes loved to bath his hands in the blond ofthe fallen 
game;(all which might have ſerved to have [tupetied his conicience, 
as they did enflame his fierce and cruel! nature) yet ſo ſtinging a re- 
morſe in his inward man did ever purſue and haunt him afrer thar 
mercilefſe ſlaughter accompliſhed chiefly by his ofcen ſwearing and 
forſwearing himſelf,(by which the Queen of Nzvar,and the Admi- 
rall Chaſtzlon were deceived)as that his eyes rolled often uncertain-- 
ly in the day with feare and ſuſpicion ; and his ſkep was uſually in- 
 terrupted in the night with diſmall dreams & apparitions,like K.z, 
of En2land, after the murther of his two Nephews in the Tower of 
London ; nay, though he ſurvived not this inhumane {laughter fuil 
two yeares, yet had he plotted and decreed the death of the ſaid 
Henry Dake of Gziſe, and the removall of his Queen-mother & ker 
inſtruments from the he)in of State: But ſome of his agents that were 
to have ated thele laſt feats, playing falſe with him, ( as he had 
fome few dayes before the faid-maſſacre poyloned that incompera- 
ble Piincefle for learning and piety, Joan D' Albret Queen of Nzvar, 
Grandmother to Lees the thirteench,now King of France: ) ſo did 
his mother or the Duke of Gziſe.by way of prevention or anticipa- 
tion miniſter to him his fatall phylick, of which, after many ſharp 
and grievous torments, he deceaſed upon Fhitſanday , having not 
then attained to the five and twentieth yeare of his ape,in the yeare 


1574. the violence of the yenomeleaving in his intrailes ( as appea= - 


re upon his difleftion ) many blew ſpots and {wellings. 
S.x C To - XI I ; 


"'F FE have ſeen the gain and advantage that King Chrles the - 
ninth of France made by his barbarous perſecutions, *tis- 


likely that thoſe very flatterers which aſſured hira thoſe cruelties 
ſhould make him an abſolute Monarch, did help to abfolve him of 
his Monarchy. He had his puniſhment tirſt,his mother, his two bre- 
thren,the Cardinal & Dake of Griſe;that had not only joyned with 


him in it, but encouraged hin to jt, they {till ſurvived -him,and for - 


ought men ſaw, were firmly ftabliſhed in-much ſafety and proſpe- 
rity ; though Gxiſe might have been warned by the death of Claude, 
Dake of Azm2le his brother, flain at the ſiege of-Rochel,jim the yeare 


1573-The firſt aft by which Hey the third(the new French King, - 
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The Primitive prafire 
and brother and heir of Charles deceaſed ) diſcovered his impoten= 
cy of ſpirit,and want of judgement, was his clandeſtine and ſudden 
ſtealing our of Poland,where he had been but a few moneths before 

-elefted and crowned King : This was the firſtunfortunate ſtep of 
his following his mothers weak Dz@ates, and rejeting the able ad- 

-vites of his own Councell. But her next inſtruRions which ſhee as 


fatally gave him, as he weakly purſucd, being to root ou: the Pro- 


-feffors of the truth with fire and {word , involved him and his 
kingdeme into innumerable miſeries. The good Emperour Maxi>' 
 milian the ſecond , in the Kings paſſage out of Poland through Ger- 
-2any, and the Venetian State, during his ftay there, gave him-both 
of them more faithfull counſell, earneftly adviſing him to maintain 
the former Edifs of Pacification,and not to enforce the conſciences 
of men in matter of Religion : The ſame opinion was generally 
held by his wiſeſt Counſellers, and by all ſober and diſcreet Roms- 


* niſts at home, who ſaw plainly, that the Proteſtants encreaſing was 


the onely meanes now left under heaven , in time at length .- to 
draw the Pope and his'Concluve to yeeld to ſome retormation of the 
Church, which it exceeding]y needed. But other Papiſts there were 
of looſe and Atheiſticall lives, as Lewes Lorainer, Cardinall of Gaiſe, 
Henry Lorainer his elder brother , Duke of Guiſe, Renate Villoclare, 
Caman, faith incomparable Montieur de Thoze, fatally preferred to 
this Kings attendance by his mother ) and divers others, who per 
{waded the King to break the former. Edi&s of Pacification, and 
never to ſheath his ſword, till he had utterly ruined the Proteſtants 
of France, whom ſome of their fonul-mouthed fellow-brethren,Pro- 
zeſtants of this age, have ſtiled French Paritznes, and would, per- 
haps, had they lived in his time, have joyned their ghoſtly advices 
with thoſe of the Cardinall of Gziſe for the utter extirpation of all 
tuch as difſented in judgement or praQice from th:mſelves in mat- 
ter of Ceremony, I have often wondred in the peruſall of the ſtory 
ef this King, whoſe troubleſome raign did neceſſitate his frequent 
conſultations; that when divers advices were propounded, he ever 


' Pitched upon the worſt and moſt fatall to himſelte: But I found 


the two main cauſes of it to be;firſt,his blind and inveterate hatred 
of the truch:and ſecondly,his weak and degenerate fpirit.by which 
the Houle of Gziſe, the Arch-enemies of the Goſpel, became at the 
laſt ſo potent, and triumphed ſo notoriouſly over his mp 
FEE they 


for preſerutag Truth, | 
they forced him to ſeek to thoſe very Proteſtants for ſupport,againſt 
whom himſelf had taken a moſt wicked and ſolemn oath, as the 
head of a fa&ion amongſt his own SubjeRs, for theirutter ſubver- 
fion. Infinite almoſt, was the treaſure he ſpent upon his Minions 
and pleaſures, (his very expences for maintenance of his dogs onely 
in that age, amounting unto twenty thouſand pounds yearely at 
leaſt ) bur moſt was exhauſted-in the proſecution of his civill wars 
againſt the Proteſtants, and his-ſervile ancillating therein to the 
ambition of others. Gziſe and his fation now grown ſtrong,(and-. 
aſſured of ſupport from Philip the ſecond of Spazn,:) after his expel- 
ling the King out of Pars, and heaping a world of other inſolenc - 
affronts upon. him , was drawn by kim in the yeare 1588. tothe 
Aſſembly then held at Blois; he came thither with Lewes Lorainer, 
Cardinall of Gziſe his brother , and Charles Prince of Jenvile his: 
fon, upon the ſame royall aſſurance of ſafety with which Charles 
the ninth had (by his advice) deceived the Proteſtants before the in- 
humane maſſacre in the yeare 1572.And now lec all Popiſh and Po=- 
piſhly addifed, Pſexdo-Lnther ns, who makeit a ſport to fine, im- 
vrifon, ſuſpend, vex, and impoveriſh their fellow-Chriſtians for 
the lighteſt matter , draw neer and ſtand amazed at Gods fecret- 
—_—_ ; For during this Aſſembly at Blozs , was this Henry, 
Duke of Griſe, ſlaughtered, againſt the publike faith given him, not: 
onely within the Caſtle of Blozs, but in that very room in which 
ſ:xteen yeares before he had adviſed the bloudy maſlacre of Paris to 
be committed and executed, Two circumſtances alto that attended- : 
his fatall minute, do adde nnich horror to the puniſhment ir ſelfe* 
The firſt, that he was but new riſen from the-bed of his adulterate- - 
luft, the very morning he was murthered, having not been able to- 
conquer the chaſtity of a Gentlewoman attending the Queen-mo=- 
ther before that night ; and therefore was ſo eager upon reaping; - 
the fruits of his long fiege,as he repaired not tothe Councel-cham- 
ber till he was often ſent for, and fearce ready. The ſecond, in the. 
manner of his. firſt wound, which was-given-him in his throat, and* 
cauſed immediately the -bloudiſo abundantly to ſtream out of his: 
mouth, as he never hadtime once tocall on God: for mercy or for- 
givenefſe, but ſpent the laſt minute of his life,in the-revenging him- 
{c]fon his murtherers. A little after the Cardinall of Gxiſe his bro. 
ther, a great gameſter at Cards and Vice, periſhed-likewiſe-in the + 
{ame . 


> 
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ſame Caſtle of Blozs, by a violent death. Katherine de 7Zedices, the 
Queen-mother, who had been the chiet-caule, for neerupon thirty 


yeers before her death, of the ſhedding ſo much innocent blood in 


France, being preſent at the ſame time, in the Caitle of Blozs, ſtor- 


med ſecretly, that ſo great an aCtion ſhould be entred into, and 
gone through without her advice 3 and(when ſhe underitood that 


Charles Larainer, Duke of Maine was eſcaped, being the younger 


brother of the murthered Duke of Guiſe ; ) prefaged tothe King her 
ſon, the ſad iſſue of that raſh attempt, which he nterpretting (as it 
ſcems) to be rather the expreſſion of her wiſhes then her fears ; and 
having, by many wofull experiences, ſeen the effets of her Ttaliur 
revengefull ſpirit, took a courſe to pacitic her wrath ; for nor long 
after, the there ended her unhappy lite by poyſon, (ſaith Elias 
Reuſner) in the ſame Caſtle alſo, where ſhe held the firft ſecret 
and bloody Councell for the execution of the foreſaid inhunane- 
maſſacre. Fr2ncis her youngeſt ſon,died before her, upon the tenth 
day of June, 1584. in the one and thirtieth yeer of his age, of {0 
violent a poyſon miniſtred to him,doubtlefle by ſome of the Hiſp.- 
niolized Guiſards, as it cauſed his very blood to guth out of his bo- 
dy in ſeverall places; the ſight of which purple itfeams,might well 
call upon him to remember with whatinhemane triamph he tram- 
pled on the bloody ſtreets of Paris, in the great {laughter com- 
mitted on Gods Saints and Martyrs, about twelve yeers before. 
There now only remained Henry the third,the French King alive, of 
all the firſt contrivers and principall executioners of that inhumane 
maſlacre, which no age, no time, no aCttion of the moſt barbarous 
nations of the world could ever pattern; neither believe I, can any 
ancient or modern Hiſtory parallel the tollowing puniſhments of 
the chiet aCtors therein in all reſpe&ts: who not only all of them pe- 
riſhed by violent and bloody ends, but proved alſo the murtherers 


one of another. Charles Lorainer Duke of Maine was preſently up- 


on the death of his brother, ,made Generall 'of the holy League; 
Pars it ſelf, and in a manner,all the Popiſh cicies beyond the Loire, 
giving up their names and forces tothe Hernnotich fation, ſupported 
by Pope S3x:4s the fifth, from Rome, and Philip the ſecond from 
Spain. When the King ſaw that neither his aCting the Monk with 
the Flagelators, nor: his playing the Perſecutoragainſt the Proze- 
ftants would fecyre him froma ſpeedy ruine, by the violent hands 


of 


for preferutng Truth, _ 
of the rebels : Heſends to the viCtorious King of Nw er, his brother 
in Law,and to the Euangelicall Army. before whoſe known valour 


the Popiſh Forces haſtened back from the Loire to the Seine ; Henry 
the third purſues them, and pitched his royall Pavilion at S* Clo, .. 


not far from the gates of Paris. But his 91d cruelties and perfecuti- 
ons of the godly, were doubtlefſe the Remora of his new expeCted 


 vitoriesz and the divine providenceſo ordered it, that in the very - 


place where the laſt reſolution was taken by himſelf, higMother, 
his brethren, and others, for the ſpeedy execution of the before- 
mentioned belluine Maſlacre,about ſeventeen yeers before,nay,in the 
very ſame houſe of Hierome de Gondy,and in the very ſame roome or 


chamber (ſaith Fobr de Serres) was he murthered by James Clement, 


a Jeſuited Monk,in the yeer 1589. andin the thirty and ninth yeer 


of his age. Theaſſaſlination was furthered by the authority of Pope . 
Stxtus the fifth, by the ſeditious preachings of the Jeluites, Prieſts, .. 


and Friers, in Parz, (who had ſecretly drawninfinitenumbers into 
open rebellion before,by their auricular confeſſion) and by the per- 
ſwaſton of the Lady Katharine Mary, Dutcheſſe of Mompenſrer, fiſter 
of the deceaſed Duke of Gxiſe,whoſe horrible tranſport with malice 
againſt the Proteſtant party, and delire of revengeagainſt the King 
himſelf,did ſo far excxcate and blind her nobler endowments,as ſhe 


proſtituted her body to that Jeſuited wretch (as impartiall de Thow-- 


himſelf relates) to incourage him the more in the accompliſh-- 
ment of the murther, and-ſo to ſtupefie and harden his foul by 
that fatall fin of luſt, that it might nor ſtartle at the commiſſion of 


any other wickedneſſe whatſoever. Yet as this King ſome moneths- 
before his death altered his former bloody reſolutions againſt Gods-- 
ſervants, ſo did the Divine providence at his death afford him ſome - 
hours of repentance and forrow, after the bloody knife had been . 


ſheathed in his belly : In which he acknowledged his error and fin 3 
his errcor,in having been ſo long miſ-led by his ambitious and faQi- 
ous Vaſſalls ; [his fin, in having perſecated his Proteſtunt- SubjeRts; - 


and inforced the conſCiences of many to ſubmit to Popery againſt the: . 


known truth by cruelty and threatning. 
ei Sx CT. XIV. wo 
F* this fifteenth age alſb (within the compaſſe of which wee ftiall 
confine our: diſcovery of Gods a apon- perſecuting ' 


Princes) 
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The Primitive prafiice 
Princes) the trath began to ſpread forth its beames in this other 
world of Great Britain, in a more reſplendent luſtre then former- 
ly: not butthat I dare undertake to prove by ſome ſele&,and per- 
haps, ſcarce known monuments of Antiquity, that the Goſpel was 
planted here in the Primitive time, that the Proteſtants Religion 
flonriſhed here neer upon four hundred yeers, before Auſtine the 
Monk, the firſt Popiſh Archbiſhop of-Canterbury, poyloned the pu- 
rity of Gods worſhip with his burthenſome Trinkets and Ceremo- 
nies. Finally,rhat it was from the firſt plantation preſerved amongft 
the TVe!ſs and Scots, to the dayes of Fohn'Wickfeffe, without any 
Imterruption , and was ſecretly praRited* alſo in England from 
Henry the ſeconds time, at the leaſt, to the- begun Reformation of 
King Edw.d the fixth. Butthis requiring a reaſonable Volume of 
it ſelf robe at large deduced, I muſt paſſe over, as improper-for 
this place. 'We may begin in Eng/and with Henry the eighth, in 
whole raignno Papiſt can deny bur that divers Proteſtznts were not 
only hunted after, fined, impriſoned, compelled to abjure, and 
otherwiſe diſciplined ; but were likewiſe conſumed in the mercile!s 
fames, as Heretiques, And therefore when the Papall tide rake fo 
much pains to recount either the ill ſucceſſes of his own raign; or 
the dying iffuleſſe of all his poſterity, as the fignes and charaQers 
of Gods indignation againſt him,they do but furniſh the Orthodox 
party with weapons againſt themſelves. For the truth is, he did 
only aboliſh-the uſurped power of the Biſhop of Rome,not the Pon- 
tifician or Papall Church, which to this day, as alſo in the for- 
mer ages in France, hath been ſo hedged up and incircled under 
certain reſtrifions and limits, as it is of ſmall conſequence to help 
the Prelates, and of little power to hurt the King; So that Cuffe- 
zellus the Dominican proved it at large in an elaborate Work, pub- 
liſhed 'in the yeer 1609. and the Sorbonifts determined it in the 
yeer 1611. that the Pope had no power or Juriſdifion in that 
Kingdome in matter of Temporalities.Neither did Henry the eighth 
inErgland. proceed any further in this particular of aboliſhing the 
Popes power, then thoſe his two coxtaneous Princes, Franczs the 
firſt, and Charles the fifth, didat ſundry times in their ſeverall Do- 
minions,upon lefle provocations : So the ſame Charles the fifth, wri- 
ting to-the Councell afſembled at Bononie, ſuperſeribed his Letters 
only, Conventuz Bonnie, as did afterwards. Henry the ſecond of 


France, 


for preſerving Truth, 
Erce,wiiting to the Tridentine Confpirators, ile it only theCons 
vention af Trent ; who allo. in the former and beter part of his 
raign fai:ly cut ſhorter a great-part'of the Popes Eccleiiafticall aun 
thority. in France, *nd how: little. Philip the fecond hinrelf of 
Sp1in, the fyorn enemy of the godly, regarded the Pope further 
then he did ancillate to his ambicious ends, appeares plainly in this 
one particular, that when upon the unfortunate death of Sebaſtian, 
King of Portzall there. were divers-competitors for that kingdome,, 
and.that Don Antonio had already aſſumed. the title thereof,. he. 
would not admit the Popes interceſſion to have the matter compo- 
{ed by Treaty,or reterre the cauſe to hisdecition: Nay,that bloody. 
Charles of France, of whoſe fatall end we have bur a while before. 
diſcourſed, when P:#4 the fourth, in the yecr 1563. had cited: 
Odetus de Coligny, Cardinall of Chaſtillion, John de mluce, Biſhop. 
of V alence, and others of his SubjeRs,.to appeare at Romebsfore his: 
Inquititors, he ſent him a ſtout Meſſage by Henry Clatinius his Am- 
baſſador then at Rome, That if bce did not Feedily withdraw that cit a+ 
tion, hee would no longer acknowledge him for-Pope. At which: bold. 
Declaration, the Pope and his Conclave being affrighted, the proſe- 
cution of that bulineſſe ceaſed by the very withdrawing of the Cita-, 
tion it (elf, and by the Popes future ſilence. All which open affronts, 
the Popes in this fifteenth age after our bleſſ.d Saviours incarnation, ; 
endured from thele Kings; not becauſe they were more «deare to- 
'their SubjeRts then, their Predeceſſors, or the Popes lefſe potent then. 
in former times, (for their ſtrength in 1raly was more encreafed in - 
that age, thenin ten fore-going) bur indeed ir was the-lipht of the, 
Goſpel that began about theſe times to dawn every where, thac 
made way forditpelling thoſe chains cf darknefſe, with which both - 
Prince and people had in thoſe former ages beer) enfettered:; So as 
the Zope fearing,leſt all ſhould fall from him, as tone Germ zme Prin= 
CCS Republiques, and Cities had alr eady dune, was fain to COom=- 
ply with the French King, to ſubmir to the Emperor, and to Court: 
the King of England, by the intercelliun of foraine Princes-for a 
recancilement. But to proceed from Herry the eighth of Englind,P. 
the Father to ary. Queen of the ſame Realm, bis daughter, . of - 
whom,. and her wiſdome, the Pontificians ſo much bouft. Ir is-: 
certain that ſhe entred her raign with-the breach of hee publique - 
faith ; For whereas the Crown was Ly, on her head.by the Gens- - 
2 try . 
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- try'and Commons of Sffo1k , although they knew her to be a Pa- 


piſt, (which zſhewes that rhe.godly Prozeſiant uſually nicknamed by 
thoſe that are prophane, lutttull, and Popiſhly affe&ed, is the beit 


 Subje&any Soveraign can be happy in ) yet ſhe in one of her firſt 
. a&ts of Councel), took order for their reſtraint, long before the 


Maſle and Latine Service were:generally received in Londor: it ſelf, 
and cauſed that Diocefſe to-taſte the ſharpeſt Inquilition and perſe- 
cution that raged during her raign, which was happily ſhortened 
by her husbands contemning her perſon, and her enemies con- 
quering her Dominions ; neither of which ſhe ever had power to 
revenge, or recover; fo as though the cauſe of her death procee- 
ded from no outward violence, yet was her end as inglorious and 


miſerable, as her raign had been turbulent and bloody. She might 


have taken warning by the ſudden and immature death of James 
the fifch King of Scotland, her coutin Germane, who raiſing per- 
- ſecution in Scetlznd againſt his :loyall and innocent Proteſtant Sub- 


jedts, in the yeere 1539. burning ſome, exiling and impriſoning 


- Others, and forcing many to blaſpheme, in abjuring the known 


Truth, by the advice and procurement of Fames Beton, Archbiſhop 
of S* Andrews, and David Beto, Abbot of Arbroth his brother, 
never ſaw good day after : two brave young Princes his ſons were 
the yeer tollowing cut off by abortive ends in their cradles. Wars 
to his great lofle and diſadvantage were raiſed between himſelf 
and his Uncle Henry the eighth King of Ezgland, and all things 
fell out ſo crofle to his haughty and vaſt minde, asit haſtencd his 


. death, which fell out in the yeere 15 42. 


Sac KY. 


Wu the Hiſtories of Popiſh Prelates worthy to be Joyned 
to thoſe of Kings and Princes, wee might fill up a large 
TraG with Gods judgements powred upon them : For as moſt of 
them have been given up to Juſt and crapuloſitie, ſo have ma=- 
ny of them been bitter enemies of the truth, and ſiingie perſecu- 
tors. We have ſeen the fall of the Cardinall of Guiſe, and all ages 
have cauſe to admire the exemplary judgements of God powred 
out upon that baftard-ſlip, Szepher Gardner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, in 


the very inſtant of his plauditees and careſſes for the.vivicombwry of 
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reverend Litimer, and learned Ridley, Bucl ſhall content my felfe 
to have abſtracted, as a taſte for the reſt, the notorious puniſh- 
ments inflited by a higher hand upon two Arch-Prelates, the one 
of England, the other of Scotl,wd : Thomas Arundell Arch-bilhop of 
Canterbury, having been the ſucceſſefull craytor, by the help of his 
reverend tellow-Biſhops, to eſtabliſh Henry the 4 in the Throne of 
R.the ſecond his liege Lord, and Coulin-German, prefled the new 
King(whoſe broken ticle needed his Prelates ſupportment)to uſe his 
temporall ſword for the deſtroying the diſciples of Fobn Wickleffe, 
whoſe numbers were ſo increaſed at that timezas they even filled the 
kingdome; the King aſlents, and having by their mercilefle inſtiga+ 
tion ſhed the bloud of Gods Saints , he raigned neither long nor 
happily : H.5. a brave and martiall Prince,his ſon,{ucceeding him, 
the Proteſtants began to meet more publikely, and to profeſle the 
truth more openly then before ; the Archbiſhop thereupon renews 
his former ſuit to the ſon he had before preſſed with ſucceſſe upon 
the father,and prevailed. In particular, he firſt aimed at the deſtru- 
tion of Sir John de Old Caſtle, Knight, commonly called the Lord 
Cobham, who had moſt affronted him. This noble Gentleman was 
extrafted froman ancient Family of Wales,where he had large poſ- 
ſeſſions, and much alliance, by whoſe means he after lay long-hid- 
den there, notwithſtanding all the fearch his bloudy enemies made 
after him : he had iſſue by Katherine, daughter of Richard ap Tevan 
his firſt wife, Fohz,who died before himſelf;and Henry de Old Cftle, 
who ſurvived him , and to whom King Henry the ſixth, in the 7th 
yeare of his raign, reſtored divers Mannors and Lands which had 
been entailed apon him ; he married to his laſt wife, Foar, the ſole 
daughter and heire of Sir Johr de 1a Pole , Knight , whom he had 
begotten upon the ſole daughter and heire of the Lord Cobham of 
Kert, which Joan had been firſt married to Sir Robert de Hemenhale 
a Suffolk Knight,and was ſecondly the wife of Sir Reginald de Bray- 
broke, Knight, by whom ſhee had onely iſſue that ſurvived her ; the 
faid Sir John de Old Caſtle her third husband, in her right enjoyed 
the Caſtle of Couling in Kent, and many otherlarge and great poſ- 
ſeſſions ; and by the marriage of her alſo he was neerly allied to the 
Duke of Swffoik , the Earl of Devonſhire, and many other great Peers 
of the Realmeact that time, and did doubtleſſe enjoy the ſtile and 
title of Baron Cobham, as is infallibly proved by {overall Writs of 
Summons 
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The Primitive prafiice 
Summons ft unto him,being altentre&upon Record in the.Cloſe 
Rolls , by which he was ſummoned to aflift in the Houſe of Peers 
in Parliament by that name, in the time of H. 4. and H:-5. All 
which I have thought fit-to tranſmit to polictity touching this 
noble martyr, being-no where tobe found inany publike ſtory,not 
onely to ſhew how many ſupportments he had, beiides the favour 
of King Henry himſelf,to have retarded the Clergie from queſtion- 
ing him, bur alſo, how eaſily he was de{troyed by the bloudy Pre- 
lates of thoſe endarkened'times, when-the Soveraign had but per- 
mitted thera rhe aſe of his power to ancillateto thetr cruel] reſ0- 
tations ; of which impotent aR of che Kings,ſaith Archbiſhop Par- 
ker himſelfe, Rex virum clarum ftbiq; familiariſſimum Epiſcoporum po- 
teſtati, & carnificine permiſit,who yet overlived that excarnificating 
Arch-Prelate two yeares at the leaſt : For the Archbiſhop having 
murthered divers godly martyrs in H. 4.'time, and been a great 
ſickler in State-affaires, when long before he procured himſelf to 
be made Lord Chancellor obFng/ans; and laſtly, in a Synod-held 
by himſelf at Rocheſter, having forbad the reading of the Scriptures 
in Engliſh, and limited Preachers undzr a heavie cenſure what they 
ſhouldtreat upon in the Pulpit, was foon cut ſhort himlelf by the 
Immediate hand: of God, after he had condemned that warlike 
Gentleman, Sir Fohn de 0!d Caſtle , Eord Covham, before he could 
fee him executed, his tongue being ſo benummet and ſwoln, that 
he could neither ſwallow nor ſpeak,as Thomas Gaſcon relates in his 
Theologicall Diftionary , for a few dayes before his death, it being, 
faith another, the juſt jadgement of God upon him ( and may bea 
faire warning to all other wicked Popiſh Prelates )that as he had 
muzled up the mouths of Preachers , and kept the Scriptures from 
the knowledge-of the people being their: {pirituall food 3 ſo he 
fhould-neither be able to ſpeak nor to ſwallow from that. very mi-- 
nute this judgement fel] firſt upon him, aut died within a few dayes. 
after in great torment andextremity, by a languiſhing ſilence and- 
famiſhment. Thelaſt example is of later dayes, and concernes the: 
admirable puniſhment of David Betox, Archbiſhop of Sf. Andrews 
in Scotland, being alſo a member of the purpurated Conclave at. 
Kone, he had continued divers yeares an inveterate enemy of the: 
Goſpel in that Kingdome,under James the fifth, and after his death , 
taking advantage af the infancy and pupillary age of the etl | 
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for preſerving Truth, 
Navy, the hereditary Queen of that Realme, he thought it a work: 
_ worthy of himſelf to double-die his Cardinall robes in the bloud 
of the Saints ; and therefore, to make a full and cleare way for that 
his angrinary projeft,he forged a Will of the deceaſed King,eſta 
bliſhing himſelt chief Regent there during the young Ladies inci- 
pability to govern;from which,upon the diſcovery of his falſe play, 
he being removed, and a while committed to fate cuſtody, he was 
no ſooner delivered,but he preſently enterpriſed to raiſe a newand 
fatall war between England and Scotland, and to root out the pro- 
feſfors of the truth, by a violent and blondy perſecution. Among!t 
others, cited and impriſoned, or exiled in'the yeare 1545. he ſeized 
on George Wiſchart, a very eloquent and learned Preacher, who by 
the Latine Writers of that age, is ſurnamed Sophocardizs, and con- 
trary to their own Popiſh Canons, adjudged him to preſent death 
himſelf, (which is never done, except in the mercileſs Inquiſition of 
Spain,by thoſe bloudy Wolves themſelyes,but by delivering themar- 
tyrs into the power ot the Jay-Magiſtrate) and in the Court before 
his Caſtle of Sr. Andrews, cauſed the ſame to be executed, the ſaid 
George being firlt ſtrangled;and his body atcerwards burnt to aſhes, 
the Cardinall in rhe mean time had a chamber prepared for him, 
with Carpets and Cuſhions on the windows, out of which to bea 
triumphant ſpeCator of this godly mans murther, from which he 
departed not more delighted then (as he himſelfthought) ſecured, 
beginning to fortifie his faid Caſtle againſt all affaults : Bur Gods 
judgement frometernity awarded againſt him for this latter as well 
as his former cruelties exerciſed upon his faithfullſervants,ſlept not; 
for within a few weeks after, the Cardinall having falſified his pro 
miſe to the Lord Norm.n Leſle, fon of the Earle of Rozhſey, a devout 
Romanift, heupon the thirteenth day of ay, the ſame yeare, with 
ſome fourteen reſolute Gentlemen in his company, entred theſame 
Caſtle of &. Andrewes, where the Cardinall lay ; and having firſt 
aſſured himſelf of the command within, and the gates without, he 
executed that bloudy Prelate in his bed,withour law or juſtice,who 
had-bur a little before , moſt unjuſtly condemned and murthered 
the aforeſaid George Wiſchart ; and willing to expoſe the dead car- 
cafle of that purpurated perfecutor, as it were, all weltered and be« 
fmeared with bloud to the view of the people, who abhorred his 


cruelties, and rejoyced at his fall ; they caſually and condingently 
ai 
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Hhidit along.to be ſeen of all men upon-that very. window out of 
which a little before, leaning at his. caſe upon rich Cufhions, he 
had proudly. beheld the butchering of that godly martyr. The 
Cardinals end/tis likely, had neicher been fo ſudden nor fo ſhame- 
fall, had he followed the wholſome counſell and ſeaſonable ad- 
vice of Jobn Viiniram a learned Prieſt and moderate Papzſt, who by 
his command preaching before him and divers others of the Ro= 
miſb Clergie then aſſembled together , tor the condemnation of 
that godly martyr , George Wiſchart , told them plainly , That no- 
thing did more encreaſe the number of Heretiques, then their own flu- 

id ignorance and wicked lives ; and that there was no other ſword t0 
be uſed for their extirpation then that of Gods Word,by which they were 
to be tryed and convinced, becauſe every erroy which might properly and 
truly be called an Hereſie, was directly and flatly againſt the ſame writs 
ten Word. | | 
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F* may ſomewhat amaze the reaſon and judgement of any-mo= 
derate man, though an Atheiſt, why the Pope himſelf or his Pre- 
lates and Clergie. ſhould ſo extreamely hate and violently perſe- 
cute( even more cruelly then they doe Fewer or Turks ) the Evan=- 
gelicall partie, and eſpecially thoſe of the French, Scottiſh and Hel- 
vetick confeſſion, who doe commonly joyn eminency of piety and 
godlineſſe, wich a moſt ſound and-abfolute body of dofrine a= 
greeable with that of the Pcimitive Church. But if wee conſider 
that the Pope himſelfe, all Popiſh or popiſhly affefted Prelates, 
and all the Romiſh rabble, like the Scribes and-Prieſts in our Sa- 
viours dayes, ayme nothing at all at Gods glory, or the ſalvation 
of mens ſoules, but onely at the maintenance of their wealth, pride 
and granny; not intending to yeeld an inch or haires breadth to 
any the leaſt reformation : wee cannot bur ſee that their ſel-love,. 
and wallowing in all ſenſualitie, is the cauſe of the hatred of the 
godly, who both by cheir lives and writings condemne and oppoſe 
their wickedneſle and errors : For as the perſecutions of the Arri- 
ans youre the Orthodox Fathers exceeded the cruelty of the Hea- 
ther Empervurs, fo, hath that of the Romiſh Babylon far ſurpaſſed. 
and-out-ſtript.them, both being joyned. together, they feare w 


for preſerving. Truth, : 
the diminution of their Votaries by the perſwafion of Fees or 
Tirks, but onely by the ſound reaſonings of the Proteſtants, whoſe 
Religion hath already gained from them, not onely Cities, Re- 
publickes, and Provinces , but whole Kingdomes allo ; and there- 
fore ſecing the truth it ſclfe is againſt them , they count it high 
time to fall from-reaſoning to.policy, and from inſtitution to cru- 
ell perſecution, as a ready meanes to carry through their bad caule. 
Incomparable Monſieur de Thou ( who is a glory to the Romiſh Sy- 
nagogue it ſelfe , and whoſe Hiſtory the mcſt cxaGt and excellent 
that ever was written by a humane pen, ought alwayes to be deare 
to the Chriſtian world ) diſcovers plainly to us this truth, in ſet- 
ting downs the bloudy Legacy Pope Pax! the third left to his 
Conclave when he died in the yeare 1359. For having called di- 
vers of the Cardinalls into his bed-chamber, he exhorted them by 
all meanes to maintaine and continue the office of the Inquiſition, 
as-the onely means lefc upon carth to eſtabliſh and -fupport the 
Romiſh Religion : then which Confeſſion there can none be more 
cleare of the falſhood of their pretended Catholick Church for 
if no other way remaine but bloud and butcheries for them to 
eſtabliſh and repaire the lofty and proud Towers of their- Baby- 
lon, then have they doubtlefſe no part left in the Church founded 
by our Saviour and his Apoſtles; for that was at firſt reared up 
and finiſhed by-the preaching of the Goſpel, and may certainly be 
continued and ſupported to the worlds end by the ſame meanes. 
It is not for Chriſtians , but for Pagans and Infidells, who know 


not the way of inſtruttion , to propagate their Gentiliſme and I- - 


dolatry by tire and fword. Belides, that epidemicall ſinne of luſt, 
both naturall and = nature being peculiar to the Popiſh Pre- 
lates, and the reſt of their Clergie, is a maine ground of their ſtu- 
pefied Conſciences, and fo prepares and fits them for the ſhedding 
of innocent bloud, or any other finne whatſoever. Peter Ear, 
Archbiſhop of Lyons in France,was a great perſecutor, and a prodi- 
gious inceſtuator with his own fiſter ; Fobz Archbiſhap of S*, Ar- 
arewes in Scotland ſpent the greater part of the revenues of his Sea, 
and the feizure of the ace: yomns eſtates ( whoſe mortall.enemy he 
was ) upon his harlots and revellings;, the Cardinall of Granve/- 
ans venerigs were 10 man and numerous, as when in the yeare 
1574 the Kingdome of Tunis , anche Fore called the Gwler, be> 
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The Primitive praftice 
fore accounted impregnable, were wonne by the Turke ; the Spa- 
niards made a jeftof it, and ſaidopenly, that the Cardinals breeches 
had occaſioned that loſe ; meaning thereby that Philip the ſecond re- 
lying chiefly upon his advice in that and moſt of the reft of his im- 
portant affaires ; his luſt ſo tooke him up, as he had not. time to 
vive ſeaſonable counſell. The reckoning up of all theſe Iuſtfull 
Prieſts and Prelates, who have been perſecuters of the truth fince 
the laſt Reformation begun by learned Luther, would detile all mo- 
deſt cares to heare, or any Chriſtian. tongue to relate. It may juſtly 
be faid of them all; what one delivered of the before-mentioned 
Cardinall Beton ; That he wallowed at home in pollution with his har= 
lots, and raged abroad with the bloud. and ſlanghter of the innocent. Oc= 
kam himſelte in the firſt part of his Dialogues, Iib. 5. cap. 16. confeſ- 
{th that a,wickedand an Atheiſticall life blinds the underſtanding, 
and prepares a way for the entertainment of the vileſt hereſies: 
How true is this of the Romiſh Prelates, who could not poſſibly 
{wallow down thoſe prodigious errours, and ſeverall kinds or'fpe- 
cies of Idolatry, abhorred of the very 1foores and Turks ; That ta- 
xing from the Commandements one; that adding to the Articles 
of the Creed twelve ; that robbing the people of the Cup; that de- 
priving God of his honour , by-praying to men and women depar- 
wed ; that trampling of Chriſts infinite merits under their prophane 
ket, by their own merits, anda number of other falſhoods,were not 
their judgements poyſoned by their hprrible luſts,and other crying 
fins? The T»rks themſelves boaſt at this day, that they firſt learwd 
their Sodomie from the Ttalians, and that diſorderly brood in Italy, 
may as traly vaunt; that they firft learn'd that abomination from 
thoke amongſtthem in orders. Was there eyer, or ſhall there ever 
be, not onely-amongſt the Papiſts, bur amongſt the Latherans and 


. Pſendo-Lattherans, any Prelate, or other Eccleliaſticall perſon, that 


did or ſhall violently cite, accu, fuipend, fine, imprifon, deprive, 
or mutther any godly Mmiſter; or other ptous Chriſtian, who was 
not; or willnot be amongſt other vices, guilty of thatbruatiſh fin of 
laſt? And tis poſhble, thongh the back-door be kept never ſo ſecret, 
yet God ſhall at laft, in his judgement, reveale it to the world, 
a$he doth often/punifh them-with that Toathfom and infamous diſ= 
exfecommienturate to that fin, with with that notable perſecu- 
ror DoGor-Feſton in Queen Moricr dayes in £rglaid was fo un- 
| 6 ol 7 concealably 
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concealably ſmitten, as he was ordinarily branded by a beaſtly 
nickname, not beficting modeſty to expreſſc. 
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He fruitfull ſeed-time of ſeverall vices, and of luſt eſpecially in 
the Popiſh Prelacie and Clergie, brings in a large encreale in 
_ the Laityalſo,to fill up the reaping time,or harvelt ; and not onely 
their luſt and Epicuriſme, bat their malice againſt the truth, and 
thirſing after the bloud of the profeſſors thereof, like a contagious 
gangrene,hath likewite infeCted,eſpecially,fince the yeare 1500. the 
vicious and prophane lay-Papilts themſelves. What was Eſeoueds 
the great Inſtrument of the King of Spazns cruelties againſt the 
Evangelicall party in the lower Germany, but a lump of laſt, which 
in the end proved fatall to-him ? But as the horrible maſſacre com- 
mitted in France , in ſeverall places, in the yeare 1572. is not to be 
paralleld, in reſpeCt of the treachery and inhumanity of it in any 
Story of the moſt barbarous Nations of the world : ſo it will not 
be amiſle, ſeeing the examples of this kinde wouldlſe prove end- 
leſſe, to contine our ſelves, with taking a ſummary view of the chief 
undertakers in that maſter-piece of hell, which was never in any 
poſlibilitie to be equalled fince,but with the Romiſh Powder-plot in 
$12land, had it fucceeded. To begin with Pars it felfe; themur- 
therers there, were for the moſt part, brutiſh and luſtfull ſouldiers, 
or prophane varlets of the {cumme of the Citie, their leaders were 
indeed more noble,but lefſe vertuous : The Dukes of Griſe and Au- 
male, Albert Gondy, Earle of Rets, Tavanne, and others of them, ha- 
ving been bred up in luſts, revellings, and other Au/icall deviations. 
The place that came neereſt to Parzs in the cruelties of their mur- 
thers, was the Citie of Lzons, where the numbers of the ſhine and 
maſſacred were 1o great, as their bodies being caſt into the river 
Roſae , corrupted and ſtained the ſtreame , the violence whereof 
.carrying them downe upon heaps to Tornoz, and the inhabitants 
not knowing what they were, but tcaring an invaſion by enemies 
or robbers, afſembled themſelves in armes together for their mutu- 
all defence. The chief aberters and ring-leaders of which butchery, 
Monſieur de Thox himſelfe'confetſeth to have been Boidon, Ifornien, 
and Clox, three of the moſt —_ and vileſt yarlets thata Kings 
2 ome 
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: The Primittve-prafiice 
dome could harbour : which Boidor was after executedat Clermont, 
in Auvergne ; and if 12srniex eſcaped a ſhamefull end, yet doubtlefle 
he deſerved jt as well as his fellow-perſecutor , having before, as 
witneſſeth Serranus, procured the murther of his own father. At 
Tholoxfe alſo, a few dayes after, there was a great {laughter of the 
godly cemmitted,butby witom ? not by the better ſort of Citizens, 
or ſober and+-morally yertuous- men , but one Turry, and a num- 
ber of other infamous lewd perſonslike himſelf; joyncd themſelves 
together, for the effeCting of that bloudy execution: The like villany 
was accompliſhed at the great city of Kone in Normandy by one 11a- 
ronie, a moſt infamous Ruffian,and a great many other baſe varlets, 
who aſſembled themſelves to kim as their ring-leader ; but in none 
of them were-theſe two helliſh ſins of-advoutrie and blouud more 
adzquately coupled together, then in one Puygaillara the maſter- 
butcher at Angers, who having long continued an Adulterer, was 
at laſt enticed by his harlot, to murther his own wite. Thus we ſce 
that' is nor the ſober and vertuous, but the luſt] and vicioug 
Papiſt, that inveterately and irreconciliably hates the godly and 
ſober Proteſtant ; not but that common experience teacheth us how 
the looſe and debauched perſons of cither Religion,do as well agree 
together in their plots and exceſſes, as if there-were no difference of 
6pinion between them ; bur that there ſhould be ſuch prodigious 
malice in the looſer and erroneous Proteſt.2nt againſt ahe more ſtrict 
and Orthodox,as:to with their extirpation,rather then the conver- 
fion of the Romaniſis,nay,to joyn their armes with thole of the vaſ- 
{als of Antichriſt,tor the eradication and ſubverlion of them,is ſuch 


a-myſtery of the lower region,asthe horrible and vaſt deſolation of 


Gods true Church-in our dayes, gives us as-much-cauſe-to lament 


it , as the ages to come will have abundant occaſion to admire it. 
Among the Turks, Feiver, Indians, Perſians, and the Papiſts them» 
felves at this day,the moſt zealous and holieſt as they-conceive them 
Mn theic Religion,are-moſt eſteemed and honoured,and onely in the 
greater part of the Proteſtant Churches, the moſt knowing and te- 
nacious of the Evangelicall truth, and the moſt tri and godly in 
their lives are hated, nicknamed; diſgraced, and vilified ; and grace 
which ſhould onely adde a luſtre-to learning, riches, honours,noble 
extraction,and all other outward gifts,cither naturall or acquiſire, 
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of greabones, but even of the ſcum and dregs of the mu'tirude upon 
 theperſons ſo qualitied. Donbtlefſe, this ſhewes that the Proteſts 
Religion, where the Goſpel is maintained in-the power and purity 
of it, is the very truth it ſelf. And that the Prince of darknetic teeing 
the greateſt zealoters amongit the Tixks, Fews,and Papiſts haſten on 
ina falſe and fatall courſe, never oppoſech them, no more then he 
doth the debauched,looſeand ops ſtant,butonly ſticrerh 
up all he may the hatred, ſcorn and pe zon of all ſorts againit 
thoſe pious Chriſtians,who are convinced of the truth, and by their 
innocent lives and godly converſations, maintain and demonitrate, 


that it undoubredly is. the.crue Religion whicts they profeſic. 


| Ahoy had ſcarce planted the Copel in Germmy, in the yeere 
- 1517 -but within the ſpace. of tome five yeers after, Melchior 


Hofman, Thomss Muncer, bernard Fotm m, and-other Anab ptiſts, . 


plantcd there alſo,as may be ſtrongly colleCted, divers Pelzgian bla(- 
phemies of free-will,recidivation from grace, and the re?,to-which 
they joyned community of goods, and the extirpation of all Mo» 
narchie and Magiſtracie, ſaying, Luther and the Pope were two falle 
Prophets; but.of the two, Luther was the worit,becaule Lyther eſpe- 
cially laboured to advance Gods.grace,and to beat down the hereti- 
call tenet of mans free-will. Mich.el Servetus the Spanizrd, and Ber 
nardin Ochinus,as may probably be gathered,did ſucceed I4mcer and 
Rotman, as the chiet Doors of that p:ſtilentiall Se; but as may 
ealily appear,upon diligent ſearch,did cunningly conceal their dan» 
gerous doCtrine,of not allowing temperall Princes and Magiſtrates, 
becauſe they ſaw it inevitably drew upon them the neceſſary oppo- 


ſition of all Kings,and well governed States. Theodore Bibliander,and 


Sebaſtian Caſtellio the Savyard, grew famous amongſt their-fellow 
Anabaptiſts after Servetzs death: and the ſame Caſtelliotranſlated in- 
to Latin the Dizlognes which the ſaid Ochinus had written in the 
Dytch or German tongue, which Dialogues are ordinarily at this day 
imprinted with the reſt of CaſteVio's Works: And in the laſt age 
from the time this Seft took its firlt beginning in Holland, -till abou 
the yeer 1611.they knew noother nameor appellation,but of 4zz- 


boptiſts only, which ude alſo, wich much alacricy and — | 
| they .- 
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The Primitive praffice 


they affumed and appropriated to themſelves in their own books 


they publiſhed : Fames Arminits a flaſbie and ſhallow Divine of Ley- 
den,(as may eafily be evinced) was fo taken and overtaken with the 
perulall of Caſtellio's Dialogues, and the ſecret conferences of ſome 
of the Anabaptiſis themlelves, as it clean turned his judgement from 
the truth to falſhood; and therefore to juſtifie his own apoſtalie, 
and to/perpetuate the memory of his new Maſters labours, without 
once doing honour to ham; he re-prints his ſaid Dialogner,and 
other Works,almoſt verbatim, altering only the frame of thenr,and 
patching them out alſo with ſome pieces he had borrowed from the 
Teſuites polemicall volumes againit the Dominicans, the latter op- 
poling, and the firſt defending the hereticall tenets of Pelagins, the 
Britain,as learned de Thor himſelf freely acknowledgeth. After the 
death of Arminius, in the yeer 1611. the name of Anabaptiſts, by 
which the maintainers and afferters of thoſe errors had tor above 
fourſcore yeers laſt paſt,been known and called by(as in the Articles 
cf the Church of Ergland, publiſhed in theyeer 155 2. Article 8. and 
el{ewhere) and ſometimes alſo Anabaptiftis or Servetians , from 
Michael Servetus,as by the ſame de Thor in his ſtory, lib. 34. p. 239. 
began to be deſerted, as too odious and grofle for this learned age, 
and by the ignorance of the Orthodox Divines, who ſaw not the 
admirableute of ftory in their polemical TraFates,they have atchie- 
ved the {enſlefle and new name of Arminians, when poor Armimins 
himſelf took up his errors upon truſt at the third or fourth hand, 
ſtealing that out of Czſte!lo,which he had borrowed from Ochinus, 

the ſcholar of the Spaniard Servetus : And Barnevelt himſelf in his 
Apologie conteſſeth, that he had learned thoſe points in Germany 

many yeers before he knew Arminius ; nay, as men extracted from 

baſe beginnings,and advanced to high honours,do commonly pre- 

tend by an- adulterate and a falſe deſcent to noble anceſtors : ſo 

theſe impudent fellows are not aſhamed to father their forgeries on 

Judicious Lither himſelf, as if there were no other difference be- 
tween them and the Orthodox Prozeſtants,then was between Luther 

and Catvin;whereasit appeared plainly,in the yeer 15 60.by the very 

confeſſion of the Papiſts themſelves, that upon a ſtrift inquiry then 
made;it was found,that the Proteſtants diſſented from the Romaniſts 
in forcy points of doRrine. But thoſe of the Helverich and Angyſtane 
confeſſions amongſt themſelves but in two, whereas if theſe new 
| coiners 


for preſerving Truth, 
coiners do but daily increaſe their dangerous errors for the tine to 
come, as they have done for thetime pait,. lince Sehaſii.uz Ciflelliys 
deatir, they will diſſent as much from learned Lyther, as he did from 
che Papiſts themſelves. And how little coherence there was betiyeen 
Luther and thoſe Anabaptiſts of his time, whom. Caſtelio followed, 
is apparently expreſſed in the very Preface it ſelf pretixed before his 
Dialogues, and other his Latin Works, printed in the yeere 1613. 
where the Author of the ſaid Preface (a ſtout Anabaptiſt ) freely ac- 
knowledgeth, that Martin Luther, Fob Calvin, and Martin Bar- 


rba, did all defend Gods abſolute and eternall Decree, and the 


Power of his Grace, following therein S*. Auzuſtinez and falily ad- 
dceth, That a way is thereby opened to a ſecure and looſe life : which 
inconvenience, faith the ſame Prefacer, Erzſmns Roterodamus, Theo= 


dore Bibliander, and Sebaſtian Caſtellio, fore-ſeeing and deſiring to - 


prevent, did oppoſe the {aid doctrine, and maintained free-will to 


be in man, oran ability in and trom himſelf, without the afliſtance-- 
of Gods grace,to do good. The Pſeudo-Lntherans,or Anabaptiſtsin 
Germany, that had even overſpread the whole Dominions of the - 


Ele&or of Saxonie, before the Enangelicall Jubilee was there cele- 


brated in the yeer 1617. were within two yeers after, the dire - 


Inſtruments of raining the Goſpel it ſelf : For they miſtake them- 
ſelves ignorantly, or are wiltully blind in the paſſages of that time, 


who imputeall the miſeries that Germany hath now for theſe eigh- - 


teen yeers laſt paſt groaned under, to Frederick the fifth, Prince Ele- 
Hor Palatine, his accepting of the Bohemian Crown, in the yeere 
1619. in reſpeC& that the Yen of that Kingdome, after the 


elefion of Ferdinand of Gratz, tor the King thereof, in 1617. find- - 


ing that he was wholly ſwayed by the Jeſuites themſelves, or his Je- 
ſuited Counſelors, and began to infringe the liberty of Religion 
there eſtabliſhed, they acquainted the. Emperor 1aithias there- 
with, during whoſe life,, the ſaid Ferdizz2nd was not to intermeddle 
with the affaires. of that, Realme. Bur the Emperor, whether hee 
feared that his {aid Couſin oi Gratz ſhould ſupplanc him, as be had 
formerly done his own brother, Rodolphus the ſecond; or whether 
out of immoderate ove to him, T knaw not, neglefted the Bohem- 
e25,Juſt Petitions and Ramonftrances;, whereupon, in the yeer fol- 
lowing, there -bethg;a great Atembly of them.in the. Chanceryy 
chainber, within the;Gaſtle of Pragye, and ſome ſudden alteradion 
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The Pr imitfoepraflice 
happening, they threw out three of the Emperors Counſellors at the 
windows, and though none of them wereſlain or maimed with the 
Fall, yer the Bohemians themſelves took this outrage to be an offence 
{9 unpardonable,as they preſently prepared themſelves for an offen= 
'{iveand defenſive war; elefted thirty DireQors'to govern the King- 
dome, and raiſed two Armies to be in readineſſe, the one under the 
'Earl of Thurne,and theother under Erne#f,Count of 17ansfie!d. The 
Emperor alſo,and his Coulin Ferd:and,made great preparation-for 
war, nominating the Counts of Dempetre and Brcquoz for the Ge- 
'nera)ls, upon which there preſently followed divers hot skirmiſhes, 
'between the forces on both 1ides, the miſerable Inhabicants of Bohe- 
mia proving already a Iamentable prey to the licencious Souldier. 
'And now let any indifferent and imparrtiall man judge, what fault 
or error all this time, did the ſaid Prince E!:tor Palatine commit ; 
'Nay, on the contrary, the Jeſuite himſelf confeſſeth in his Auſtrian 
Laurel,pag. 104. thatthe ſaid Prince EleGor Jaboured by all means 
to have compoſed this difference in a Treatable and*amicable way 
by his letters and Internuncio's, till ſeeing the Emperors Armies, 
notwithſtanding all his interceſſion to have entred and waſted By- 
'bemia, their aime to be chiefly at the extirpation of Religion ; and 
himſelf as the prime Prince of the new Union, to be obliged 
in honour and conſcience tohave a care of the Euangelicall caule, 
hee was neceſſitated to joyn his Armes to theirs, not refuſing al- 
ſo the Crown, being, for ought hee knew, moſt juſtly laid at his 
feet, after a generall and unanimous efeCtion : Could he fore-ſce 
that any Euangelicall Prince ſhould be fo Pſeudo: Lutheranized, as 
to betray the whole body of the Proteſtant Religion, and the fun- 
damentall liberties of the Empire in Ge:my to the Antichriſtion 
adverſary? In all humane reaſon, had the Ele&or of Saxoniebut 
looked on, and done nothing, rauch more had he but affilted the 
Bobemians,protcfling the ſame Goſpel with himſelf; that fair branch 
of the third familyin Chriſtendome had now flouriſhed in thoſe an- 
cient regalities their Anceſtors-enjoyed, and the Church and Em- 
pire had been as glorious and happy asnowthey are deſolate and 
miſerable. But God that decrees all moſt juſtly and wiſely for his 
own glory,' and the good of his children, will, 1 donbe not, by 
Tome means, though yet hidden, replant again the royall branches 
of this ImperiallVine; as to the'admiration- of the whole Chri- 
7s ſtian 


fer Preſerving Truth, 43 
ſian workd,both enemies and friends, he hath hitherto ſupporte4 
the Royall root of thoſe branches with patience and alacrity, 


SECT. NIX. 


8 the vicious and Arheiſticall Popiſh and popiſhly affe&ted Pre- 
lates and prophane Chriſtians hate and perſecute the pions 
Proteſtants more then they doe adulterers,{wearers,perjurers, or any 
other notorious delinquents ; ſo the moderate and vertuous Papiſts 
of both Orders, abhorre their {laughters, and deſire their peace 
and freedome. Sir fobn de Old-Caſtle, in the time of Henry the fifth 
of Enl2nd, being convented before Thomzs Arundel, Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and divers other luftfull and bloudy Prelates; Fhzleſt I 
was ( ſaith he) a ſwearer, 2 rioter, and every way elſe vicious, you never 
reprovea me or queſtioned me, but ſince T have imbraced this deſpiſed do- 
Grine of Wicklefte , which hath taught me how to conquer my ſinnes, 
; and to lerd a goaly and an honeſt life, now you are enraged againſt me 
| with malice, and ſeek my deſirutiom, The ſame true oblervation was 
made by Arnnas Bargus , that brave Senator of Parzs in the yeare 
1559.under Henry the {ccond of France; That there were many adul- 
teries, perjuries, oaths, and other infamous offences,daily committed,and 
already puniſhable by the Lawes, and yet ſuch as were guilty of all or any 
of thoſe crimes were countenanced and advanced; but againſt the Prote- 
ſtants al! cruelty was praGtiſed,who were guilty of no other offence, but of 
imbracing the truth of the Goſpel revealed unto them by the Spirit and 
Word of God, and of diſcovering by the ſame light, the horrible wices and 
errors of the Popith power, that ſo there might fallow an emendatiqn, 
To this purpoſe allo tended that Chriſtian advice which a perſon 
of noble extraGtion David Hamilton gave to his Coulin Fames,Earle 
of Arran, then Regent of Scotland, in the yeare 1545. when Cardi- 
nall Beto would have perſwaded and drawn him to have joyned 
with himſelfe in the perſecution and ſhaughter of.the godly in.that 
Kingdome. I cannot but wonder, faith he , that you ſhould'give up the 
znnocent ſervants of God himſelf, againſt whom no crime us objefted, but 
the preaching of the Goſpel, into the hands and power of men muſt infa- 
mous for If, cruelty, and all other wickedneſſe, when an the meane time 
thoſe very enemies of the truth themſelves cannot. deny, but that the.lives. 
of ſuch as profeſſe this doirine they _ are full of integrity and vertue., 
; And 
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And therefore, although the prophane and blondy Prelates could 
never be drawn to pitie Gods children, much lefle to love them 
for their piety and innocency,-being therein more inhumane then 
divers of the Heathen Emperours themſelves, who upon informa= 
tion of the vertuons and harmlefle deportments of the Chriſtians 
by their governours of Provinces under them, did cauſe their per- 
ſecutions to be {lackned and. ceafed. Yet have divers Princes and: 
other moderate Pontificians in the fore-going age, been moved by 
the upright and honeſt lives of Gods children, to further their li- 
bertie of conſcience, and to abhorre the crueties of their fellow- 
Romaniſts praCtiſed upon them. Aaximiizin the Emperour, ſonne 
of Ferdinand the ſecond, and Francis the firſt, the French King, were 
hence drawn.-to permit unto their own Subjefts freedome of con- 
ſcience : The Earles of Egmont and Horre, (though zealous Papifts ) 
laboured wich the Dutchelle of Parmz, that the low-countrey Pro- 
teſtants might be frec from fines, impriſonments, and all other per- 
fecntions- in reſpeC& of Religion.. Under Fraxczs the ſecond , the 
French King, in the yeare 1560. by the elaborate and learned ſpee- 
ches of Charles Marillack Archbiſhop of Vienzs, and Fohn de Mon 
ty:e Piſhop of Valence freely pronounced before the King himſelfe, 
in behalfe of the French Proteſt nts , all perſecution againſt them 
was for a. time remitted ; the ſaid Biſhop amongſt other particu- 
fars, not fearing to aftirm plainly, Th.t 2 great increaſe of the Se- 
Qaries did proceed from the ignorance and evill lives of the Biſhops, 
who hving caſt away the cares of their flocks, had for many yeaves ſtut- 
died to inhamnce their fines and rents , and to live deliciouſly and looſ- 
lyz fo as ſometimes there were ſeene fortie. of them at once together moul= 
deving- and waſting themſelves in Paris in Iux:t'y and idleneſſe : the care 
of their Churches being in the meane time delegated over to young and 
ignorant fellowes ; and ſo the Biſhops themſelves becoming blind and 
»ſelefſe ,. the Pariſh Prieſt alſo following the example of their Dioceſans, 
were: owely carefnll to ſpotle and vex the people for their tythes, and whot- 
ly ungtlfult and negligent in preaching to them ; and that therefore it 
was ns wonder, though divers of the Nobilitie, as well as of the comman 
people, did readily hearken to- new opinions and dofrines. The ſame 


_ . counſel], That the confeience ought not to be forced 5 nor any to be per= 
| ſeoned for Religion aneerly , did Michael Foſpitaliue Chancellor of 


Ryaxce, give unto Charter the niith, the ſame yearp wponhis' new 
ES | = ſacceſli- 


| fot preferuing Truth, 
ficceſſion to the Crown after the deceaſe cf the ſaid Franczs his 
brother ; and Paulus Foxis to Henry the third, in the yeare 1574, 
very coptouſly, and moſt eloquently, couched in two ſeverall O- 
rations, inſerted at Jarge by Monſieur de Thox, in his unparallePd 
Hiſtory in thcir due places, who was himſelfe nineteen yeares old 
when that horrible maſſacre was committed in Pars, in the yeare 
1572, on Saint Bartholomewes day , which fell out that yeare on 
the Lords Day, and did in his very ſoule abhorre the crueltie and 
ſavagenelie thereof , when in his paſſage through the ſtreets to 
Aittins that morning, he encountred with divers villaines, drag- 
ging along the dead body of Hierome Grolote, late the Governour of 
Orleance , all weltring with gaſtly wounds in his own bloud ; at 
which light his heart relenting, and mourning inwardly, not da- 
ring to ſhed tearcs publickly , he haſtened home to the houle of 
Chriſtopher de Thox his father, at that time the chief Preſident of the 
Court of Parliament at Paris, there freely to deplore and execrate 
that Heatheniſh butchery ; as did alſo the ſaid Chriſtopher his fa- 
ther. Vidus Faber Pibracius, Fohn Merviller, Belieuren, all eminent 
men, with all the judicious and morally vertuous Papiſts in the 
Citie, wao Chriſtianly hid up, and fo preſerved many Proteſtants 
ſecretly in their houſes from a wretchlefle maſſacring ; nay, Armsn 
Gunt 4/4 the old Marſhall Br-n(father of Charles Dake of Biron,that 
was beheaded in Henry the fourths time)when the Deputies of Rachel 
repaired unto him ſome few weeks after that bloudy execution, to 
treat of a peaceable accommodation of their affaires with him, he 
{hed many teares in their preſence, upon his execrating the authors 
of that cruelty,and acknowledged it the great blelling of God upon 
him,that he neither knew of it, nor had any handin it. At the City 
of Lions alſo, where the inhumanity of the murtherersalmoſt equal- 
led that of Paris, Mmmdelot the Governour there,did his beſt to have 
prevented ic, and in his heart, with many other grave and ſober 
Citizens of the Romiſb Religion, utterly deteſted it. And when the 
{laughtered bodies were tumbled into the River Roſne, and carried 
down with the ſtream to Tornow, V alence, V jenne, and Burg, conti- 


guous to the ſame River, the Papiſis generally deteſted the cruelty. - 


And at 4rles, where for want of ſprings and ponds, they had moſt 


| uſe of that river-water 3 they ſo much abhorred that butchery, as . 
| - they would neither drink thereof, nor yet eat any of the filk taken 


G 2 | therein, 
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And therefore, although the prophane and blondy Prelates could 
never be drawn to pitie Gods children, much. leffe. to love them 
for their piety and innocency,-being therein more inhumane then 
divers of the Heathen Emperours themſelves, who upon informa= 
tion of the vertuons and harmleſlſe deportments of the Chriſtians 
by their governours of Provinces under them, did cauſe their per- 
fecutions to be flackned and. ceaſed. Yet have divers Princes and 
other moderate Pontitficians in the fore-going age, been moved by 
the upright and honeſt lives. of Gods children, to further theic 1i- 
bertie of conſcience, and to abhorre the crueicies of their fellow- 
Romniſts praCtiſed upon them. Iaximiliinz the Emperour, ſonne 
of Ferdmand the ſecond, and Francis the firſt, the French King, were 
hence drawn-to permit unto their own SubjeQts freedome of con- 
ſcience : The Earles of Egmont and Horre, (though z2alous Papifts ) 
{aboured wich the Dutchetle of Parmz, that the low-countrey Pro- 
teſtants might be free from fines, impriſouments, and all other per- 
fecntions-in reſpeCt of Religion.. Under Francis the ſecond , the 


. Frauch King, in the yeare 1560. by the elaborate and learncd ſpee- 


ches of Charles Marillack Archbiſhop of Vienna, and Fohn de Mons 
tice Piſhop of Valence freely pronounced before the King himſelfe, 
in behalfe of the French Proteſt znts , all perſecution againſt them 
was for a time remitted 5 the ſaid Biſhop among(t other particu- 
lars, not fearing to aftirm plainly, That 2 great increaſe of the Se- 
Aaaries did proceed from the ignorance and evill lives of the Biſhops, 
who having caſt away the cares of their flocks, had for many yeares ſtu= 
died to inhannce their fines and rents , and to live deliciouſly and looſ- 
lyz fo as ſometimes there were ſeene fortie of them at once together moul= 
deving- and wife themſelves in Paris in Iuxit'y and idleneſſe : the care 
of their Churches being in the meane time delegated over to young and 
ignorant fellowes ; and fo the Biſhops themſelves becoming blind and 
»ſclefſe ,. the Pariſh Prieſt alfo following the example of their Dioceſans, 
were oxely tirefnll to ſpotle and vex the people for their tythes, and whol- 
ly un#Ifult and negligent in preaching to them ; and that therefore it 
was ns wonder, though divers of the Nobilitie, as well as of the common 
people, did readily bearken to- new opinions and doftrines. The ſame 
counſel! , Tha} the confeience ought not to be forced , nor any to be per- 


— ſeented-for Religion interly ,» did Qichael Fofitaline Chancellor of 


Ryaxce, give unto Charter the ninth, the ſame yearp vpon'his'new 
1. ſucceſſt- 
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ficcefſion to the Crown aſter the deceaſe of the ſaid Franczs his 
brother ; and Paulus Foxizs to Henry the third, in the yeare 1574, 
very copiouily, and moſt eloquently, couched in two ſeverall O- 
rations, inſerted at Jarge by Monſieur de Thox, in his unparallePd 
Hiſtory in their due places, who was himſelfe nineteen yeares old 
when that horrible maſſacre was committed in Pars, in the yeare 
1572. on Saint Bartholomewes day , which fell out that yeare on 
the Lords Day, and did in his very ſoule abhorre the crueltie and 
ſavageneſic thereof , when in his paſſage through the ſtreets to 
Aiattins that morning, he encountred with divers villaines, drag- 
ging along the dead body of Hierome Grolote, late the Governour of 
Orleance , all weltring with gaſtly wounds in his own bloud ; at 
which {ighr his heart relenting, and mourning inwardly, not da- 
ring to ſhed tearcs publickxly , he haſtened home to the houſe of 
Chriſlopher de Thox his father, at that time the chief Preſident of the 
Court of Parliament at Paris, there freely to deplore and execrate 
that Heztheniſh butchery ; as did allo the faid Chriſtopher his fa- 
ther. Vidus Faber Pibracius, Fohn Merviller, Belieuren, all eminent 
men, with all the judicious and morally vertuous Papiſts in the 
Citie, who Chrittianly hid up, and ſo preſerved many Proteſtants 
ſecretly in their houſes from a wretchleſſe maſſacring ; nay, Armsn 
Gunt 2/4 the old Marthall Br-z(father of Charles Dake of Biron,that 
was beheaded in Henry the fourths time)when the Deputies of Rochel 
repaired unto him ſome few weeks after that bloudy execution, to 
treat of a peaceable accommodation of their affaires with him, he 
{hed many teares in their preſence, upon his execrating the authors 
of that cruelty,and acknowledged it the great bleſſing of God upon 
him,that he neither knery of ir, nor had any handin it. At the City 
of Lions alſo, where the inhumanity of the murtherersalmoſt equal- 
led that of Paris, Mandelot the Governour there,did his beſt to have 
prevented it, and in his heart, with many other grave and ſaber 
Citizens of the Romiſb Religion, utterly deteſted it. And when the 
{laughtered bodies were tumbled into the River Rofne, and carried 
down with the ſtream to Tornow, V alence, V jenne, and Birg, conti- 


guous to the fame River, the Papiſts generally deteſted the cruelty. - 


And at Arles, where for want of ſprings and ponds, they had moſt 
uſe of that river-water ; they ſo much abhorred that butchery, as 


| - they would neither drink thereof, nor yet eat any of the filk taken. 
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The Primitive prafiice 
therein, for divers dayes after ; and generally, in all Provence, thoſe 
_ of the Romiſh Religion drew out the mangled-bodies out of the wa=- 
"ter, and with great humanity interred them. Afonſrexy Carragie, a 
noble Gentleman the Governour of the great city of R»þ.z7 tm Nor 
mandy, did likewiſe oppoſe rhe maſſacres there to the urmoſt of his 
power, as did alſo Fames Benedift Lwga»aſton the prime Senator of 
Burdeaux, who thereby became himſelf in danger to have beenflain 
by thoſe ſeditious varlets, who had been at firit ſtirred up tocom- 
mit thoſe murthers by the wicked ſermons of a luſtfull Jeſuite, na= 
med Enimund Auger. Claudis, Earle of Tende, a deſcendent of the 
itlaſtrious Houſe of $.zv9y, Governour of Provence , Monſienr de 
Gorder,Governonr of D.aupbinie, Monſieur Sauterin, Governour of 
Atvergne, and Fran:is Dake of Memor.mncie, particularly and abſo- 
lutely refuſed to ſutfer any maſſacres to bz committed in ſuch places- 
as were under their ſeverall government; fo as the Rochelleys in their 
Declaration ſet out the faine yeer, do acknowledge and confefle, 
that alf ſich Rom miſts, who had but any humanity lefc in them, 
did in their hearts abhor, and-with their mouths deteſt thoſe hel- 
liſh outrages and ccuelties. And it well appeared, what bale varlets 
they generally were in moſt places, who were the executioners of - 
thoſe vi{lanies, becauſe their Religion conſiſted chiefly-in robbing 
and ſpoiling the Proreſt ants houles, ſuffering- many of them in the 
nrean time beyond their cruel] reſolutions to eſcape ſafely away. 
Nay, whereas the furious people of Pari already inraged with a 
bfinde zeale, came to a certain white Thorne-tree that bloſſomed 
the day of the maſſacrein S'; Innocents Churchyard, in that city,as. 
if God by a miracle hyd approved their barbarous and ſanguinary 
. aQion ; the-more judicious Papiſts, conceived this to have hap- 
' pened by powring of hot water upon the root of that tree, or by 
| {ſomeother ſecret impoſture; or if it were a true miracle, then the 
Proteſtants alledged, that it might much more ju'tly be interpreted 
to the advantage of- the Proteſtant Church then of their own : That 
fieft the place wherethe-tree grew, being dedicated to the memory 
of Irarocentsargued the innocency of thoſe who were martyred; and 
that as the ſame tree at thar ſeaſon of the -yeere, being in Auguſt, 
though it ſhewed life, yet could nat have bloflomed without a mi- 
 ratle+ So the Projzeſtant Church and Religion in France, which. 
© kemedby this blow to be utterly excin& -and ruined,ſhould again- 
+ : revive, 


for preferuing Truth, 


revive, bloJome forth and Aaurith, by the mirac:yfons power of 


God, in as great ſplendor and beauty, as ever it had done former- 
ly ; which the event and iffue notwithtanding all the great Pro- 
ceſlions and high Maſſes of Pope Gregorythe thirtcenth and his Corr- 
dave at Rome, did accordingly verifie. 


© SnCT. XX 
. T Ow ſhall theſe ſober minded and moderate Papiſts rite up in 


, & judgement at the laſt day againſt all looſe,ignorant and pro- 
phane Proteſtants of both orders, who for the ſmalleft offences and 
for the very tendernefle of conſcience it ſelf, vex, mole?t, cite, ſuc, 
impriſon, fine, ſuſpend, deprive, and utterly undo their innocent, 
godly and peaceable fellow Chriltians? Forifir be neither warran=- 
ted by the praftice of the Primitive Church, nor confonant to rea- 


ſon,puliciezor the property of the true Charch,to kill an Heretique. 
| byalong and noyſome impritonment, or to adjudge and punt him 


to a violent death. If perſecution for conſcience ſake be accounted, 
and that juſtyl, a brand of the Antichriitian Church, and that 
Lyther and his followers had even neceilary cauſe in the yeer 1517. 
in that reſpe& only to depart out of che Romiſh Babylon, as trom 
a Malignant Synagogue ; how is it poſſib!e that Proteff.zt Prelares 
ſhould perſecute any at all wich impriſonment and defpoiling them 


of their goods, though convicted of Schitme ir ſelf, bur much more - 


ſuch ſober and innocent Chriſtians, who by tiueir'own confeſſion. 
hold nothing in matter of dofrine contrary to the truth, live in- 


offenſively and vertuoully in reſreCt of their converſation, and are - 


ready in all humility to ſubmic to any particulars in matters fup- 
poſed to be indifferent, which they {ha)l be convinced out of Gods 
Word to be ſo? It is confefled on all hands, that ic is a moſt 
dangerous fin to do any thing, yea, a lawfull a&, again the 
dictate and perſwalion of Conſcience; and ſhall pious Chriſtians 
in all other refpeQs;for this alone be perſecuted, and followed wich. 
greater violence, then Adulterers, Swearers, or Fornicators.them= 
ſelves? The authority and glory of a Prince had becn as fully cx- 
tended in removing thoſe particulars which made the breach, as. 


| Inretaining them, it being acknowledged on all hands, that the re- 
movall of.chem is, and was alwayes as-lawfull as the retention of - 
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-could breake (if Gods glory were only aimed at) the bond of love ? 


The Primitive praflice 


- them ; bur if the wiſdome of any Church conceive it ſelf upon 
. great and found motives rather obliged to retain them, and to 


adde new burthens rather then to aboliſh or change the old ; yet 
doubtleſſe withall ſome courſe may be conſidered of, how thoſe who 
in all main and fundamentall truths are the true ſervants of God, 
the humble and obedient children of the Church, and of innocent 
and vertuous lives, might” in the mean time enjoy the Ordinances 
of God in peac:and quiet': For doubtleſle, if one Proteſtant may 
lawfully vex,cice, fine, faſpend, deprive, excommunicate, and ime 
priſon another (which in ſome caſes neceſlitates a lingring death) 


for things accounted by themſelves no way eſtentiall ro Gods wor- 
ſhipnormans ſalvation: thenis all we have aid againſt the Kwniſb 


Synagogue of no validity at all; nay, there being no Mags and 
Minw in perſecution, it will follow neceſſarily, that for the ſame 
cauſes one Proteſiant may as well put to death anorher, as impri- 


fon him; and fo S:maria hall of neceſlicy juſtitie her fifter Sodome, 


That the ſupreme Magiſtrate in things lawfull ought to be obeyed 
for Conſcience ſake, is a certain truth : Bur yet ic is too apparent 


that ſuch as are more violent for theſe leſſer matters, ſo to ravage 


and trample on the weaker and more bumble Chriſtians, by preſ- 
{ing obedience to the Magiſtrate,are commonly themfelves the moſt 
outrageoully difobedient; for though they ſeeme moſt eager ro 
obey him in theſe tormall and outward commands, yet where 
the commands of God himſelf and the Magiltrates meer together, 
forbidding Adultery, Fornication, ſwearing, blaſpheming, unlaw- 
full gaming, ſtarving of ſouls, maintaining erroneous dodrines, 
and divers other horrible and Athciſticall offences ; here nei- 
ther God nor Prince, Law nor Goſpel, heaven nor hell, can re- 
ſtrain their Juſttul praQices or ſcandalous lives. Did Cardinall 
Sadolet himſelf intercede with Francs the firſt the Grandfather, 
and the Arcbiſhop of V ienne,and Biſhop of Valence, with Francisthe 
ſecond, the Grandchilde, two of the French Kings, for the Pro- 
teſtants of their times, whom yet they accounted Heretiques; and 
is it poſſible any Proteſtant Prelate or Divine,ſhould ſtir up any Pro» 
teſtant Prince or State toruine their Proteſtant-fellow-Miniſters,and 


other Chriſtians,becauſe they cannot ſubmit to ſuch particulars, as 


in themſelves canno way hinder or impeach theunity of faith, nor 


The 


| for preſerumg Truth. 
Th: Apoſtle P 2x] having lefc the true Church-that incomparable 
Catholike Ralz ; Th. the ſtronger Chriſtians ſhould be we with the 
wea\er, and that the weaker Coriſtims ſhou!d not condemn the ſi, 2nger. 
SncrT. KXXE 
=F"'Hzre were in all ages, even inthe firftand pureſt times, Con- 
tetons ſer our by the Primitive Chrittians, to be a Guide and 
a Rule for all Conditions to walk by : and when the Nicene Creed 
was penned by the learned Fathers of that Councel!, it was all that 
was required of any to be publitly conteſſed, that had been either 
accuſed or ſulpe&:4 of Herette. The Proteſtz2ts in all ages, when 
they werequettioned, (and eſpecially tince the yeere 1500. that the 


differences about Religion have evea hiled Exrpe with the {harp ]. 
diſpates ofthe ſword and pen) have not only off:red ro'do wharſo- - ' 


ever the ancient Fathers required as an adt tnfttcient to clzare and 


acquit ſuch as were in their cimzs fuſpe&:d ot herelie, bar further 


to put their cauſe to the triall of the Scriptures, the bei and threit 


Rule; nxy,to adit chz Dzcrecs of the fivit Generall Counczls,and 


theunited Tenets of the OcthodJox Fathers for the hirſk five hundred 


yeers. But the R1miſb Synogogue degenerating, tir in manners, . 


Yeu .* » . 2 ”- - 
and then in doCtcine; firſt inccoducing innumerable Trinkers and 


Ceremanies, to pzter Gods pavliquz worſhip, and afterwards fe- | 


verall Idolatries, abſolutely to kill and poilon ic, could not fatisfic 
themſelves with prefſing upon the Proteſt.mts the confeſſion of thoſe 
Tinths they yer maintiin'd ant held ; bar that not a grain of corn 
might remain in cheic-great heap of chafte, nor one true Profeſſor 
be hidden amon1git the multitude, they invented four manner of 
unchriſtian and cyrannicall courſes, waereby to infnare and iHa- 
queate not only the mat innocent, br even tae mot prudent and. 
ſagacious man alive, Firſt, they mn—_—_ againſt any perſon they - 
fe 


fulp:&ed, wirhour accuſer,wimneſſe, or proofe, and fetrered his eares- 


with fo many Queſtions to be anſwered unco'upon oath, and with 
ſo many ſeverall eximinations at ſeverall timzs,that at laſt, as Fob 
de Malt, Biſhop of V Hence, well obſerved of che Sp zzifh Inyni fiti» 
on, in the yezr 1562. that it was Decipulz 2d vex.andor bonos &+ illas 
(M2218 conſcientizs : Though he? came intotheolr clutches tinjuſtly 
{loa ted, yer he was ſure n:vzr to eſcape their gripive talons qiftly 


acquitted; ... 
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| The Primiteve prafiice | 
acquitted. A ſecond invention was to adde many new mitters to 
be confeſſed as matters of faith, which-were before lett as matters - 
of liberty and fat, eicher to hoJd or not to hold; and in this par- 
ticular did that fatall Conventicle of Trent fo blaſphemorſly tran- 
ſ-end the bounds of all ſobriety, as to adde twelve new Articles 
of faich to the ancient Creed, to be believed upon pain of dam- 
nation3-od to this they commonly adjoyned, as a ilip or branch 
of it, abjuration of all former truths, or at leaſt a Recantation. 
Mitcrable experience hath taught the Lutherans and Pſ'ui7o-Luth:- 
ra, in Germany, the tyrannie of the Romaniſis in this particular, 
who having aflifted them to ruine thoſe godly Proteſt :r:ts in the 


Empire, of the molt ſound and Orthodox Helvetick or French con- 
flions, did, as a reward of their treacherie, finde them more im- 


placab'e againſt them, inforcing upon them a moſt dangerous and 
blaſphemous ab'uration, then againſt the others. Theſe two for- 
mer wayes of Inquiſition went yet no further then the tongue, bur 


the nexc that followed included the hands alto, and compelled 


{ub{cription to many falſe blaſphemies, and dangerous hereſles. 


Thus the Lutherans of Saxonie deltring to root out all the godly 


Miniſters amongſt them of the purer Confeſſions, would have them 
ſubſccibe to thoſe two portentuous and monſtrous errors, of Con- 
tub{tantiacion and Ubiquity. And it wasa notable Awchiavilian po- 
licy of Charl.s the ninth of France, who having enforced the con- 
ſciences of the King of Nazvar,and Prince ot Conde,in the yeer 1572. 
by the cruell murther of divers in their fight, and by threatning 
death co themſelves, to cauſe them to write to Pope Gregorie the 
thirteench, by their Letters under their own hands, that both wheic 


converſion to-Popery, and abjuration of the truth, had been grate- 


full and vo?umtary. But the fourth and laſt invention is a down= 
right and never failing way, either of diſcovering the godly, or 
of ſhipwracking their conſciences, being one of thoſe {ins Divines 


call Peccata vaſtentia Conſcientiam, and that is their enforcing them 


to adore their ſeveral! Idolls, by bowing to. and-rowards their 
hee-Saints and ſhee-Saints, Alcars, Reliques, Crucihxes,-and their 


great 4locb of the Mafſe, This skill they learnt from the Hea- 


thens themſelves, who to avoid multiplicitie of Interrogations, 


with the firſt. holy and Primitive Chriſtians, who abhocred the 
placing of Images in their publique Temples and Oratories ; they 


asked 


or preſeruing Truth, 


asked chem in a few words, Will you facritice to the Image? Charles 
the ninch of France never demanded of Henry de Clermont Prince of 
Conde, whether he would turne Papilt ; but, wil yore goe, ( {aid he) 
zo Maſſe ? He knew raw flcth to be harder for a true Proteſtant to 
digeſt, then all the other parts of Popery. And doubtleſs, he that 
will adore and bow unto or towards an Image, the Sacrament, an 
Altar,a Communion Table,or any other creature, where the bow- 
ing is not meerly Civil , will never ſtumble at any other /part or 
point of Popery, but may ſafely paſſe ro Rom?, or Khemes. Oh that 
the Papiits could bur ſee their own vanicy in bowing to and ado- 
riag the Wafer Cake as God ! For they confeſle it is not trans{ub- 
ſtantiated into ChriſtsFe(h,unlefle the Prieſt that conſecrate intend 
to turne and change ir. And what then if the Prieſt be ſo ignorant, 


as many be, that he know not the words at which his qu or tre - 


is come by his imagination onely to worke a miracle ?what if his 
minde bs roving about his neceflary affaires , or more unneceſlarie 
and vainer thoughts , uluall wich them that reade one particular 
often over, and ſo inadvertently he forget to joyne his intention 
to the words of Conſecration? Dotibtleſs, thele caſes and divers 
beiides , might be inſtanced ; in which the Prieſt hath often and 
doth daily taile to create his Saviour (blaſphemy I confefle poli- 
tively to affirme) for want of meere advertency and-premeditation 
within the rules of the Romiſh Synagogue it ſelte. And then what 
follows, but formall and materiall Idolatry, by their owne confe(- 
fions,when they adore it ? So as ſhould the Papiſts themſelves ſee a 
Proteſtant Prelate or Miniſter bowing to and adoring the Ele- 
nents of Bread and Wine in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
before or after Conlecration, he could not but account him a Po- 
pithly affe&ed Prieſt belonging to his owne Church, or an abſolute 
Idolater ;'For in the 29 Article of Religion, publiſhed by the 
Church of England, agreeing exprelly with the Helvetich and French 
Confeſſions, it is plainly ter downe ; That Tranſubſtantiation or 
any change of the ſub{tance of Bread and Wine,is repugnant torhe 
plaine words of the Scriprure, overthroweth the nature of the Sa- 
crament, and hath given occation to many ſuperſtitions; That the 
body of Chrilt is given, taken, and eaten in the Supper of che Lord 
onely after an heavenly and fpiricuall manner ; And that the meane 
whereby the body of Chriſt is received and eaten in the Supper is 
T1 H Faith; 
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The Primiteve pratiice 


faith ; And that the Sacrament was not by Chriſts Ordinance re- 
ſerved;carried abour, litred up,or worſhipped ; So the Article of the 
Church of England. When therefore any Papiſt ſhall ſee his Maſſe 
celebrated by any Engliſþ Divine , with Elevation and Adoration, 
or bowing to and towards it, both gefiures being condemned by 
the do&tine of that Church , he muſt eicher wichin , and by the 
rules of his own Church give him up for an adzquate Idolater, in 
aiving adoration to the ſubſtances of Bread and Wine, which aQi- 
on the Romaniſts abhorre and condemne, or elſe in charitie ſup- 
poſe howſvever in outward ſhew he ſeem an heretick, yet in truth 
keis a good Catholicx; and did intend in and by the words of 
Conſecration to make his Saviour; and fo furpohng his body to 
be really there before him, doth adore and bow to ir. The Luthe- 
rans-condemne the Popith Tranſubſtantiation ; the Jeſuites deride 
the Lutherans Conſubitantiation and Ud'quitie , and both juſt- 
ly. But ſhould they heare of any ſubtle wittall , that hath in theſe 
dayes found. out a third and. more ſublime invention out of the 
Buſh that. the man in the Moone caries at his back, and can finde 
Chriits body in the Sacrament as really and: naturally as it was in. 
the Virgins wombe ; but yer will not ſay, he is bodily there either 
Con, Sub, or Trans, they would molt juſtly hiffſe him out of their 
Churches and Schooles. Doubtleſſe, the Popiſh Tranſubſtantiation. 
i3 of the three the moſt rationall and profound error, becauſe that 
being-accompanied with a ſuppoſed Miracle, and may be at any. 
rume excuſed by the inadvertent. default of the Prieſt, admits the 
lofle oppofition. And I have often wondred why ſome of that a&tive 
rabble could not as well and as ſecretly on the ſudden have {uppo-. 
fited true fleſh inſtead of the Hoſtia, as they have by an inſeniible. 
legerdemaine ſprinkled pure: and. lively bloud from a lancinated 
finger upon the Wafer Cake it ſelfe. Certainly, there is no truth in- 
Scripture more plainly ſet. down then that doGrine of the Church 
of England, and of the more Orthodox reformed Churches , in. 
which they maintaine and teach, that Chriſts body is aſcended in- 
to heaven, and there remaineth as viſibly and circumſcriptively as. 
i&did upon earth before it aſcended, that it is onely preſent given. 
and taken in the Sacrament, after an heavenly and ſpirituall man-. 
ner, and that to worſhip it, or make it a ſacrifice, are blaſphemous 
aad dangerous deceits, from all which it will undoubtedly and nes. 
| cellarily 


for preſerving Truth. 
ceſarily follow, that Chriſts body is no more preſent at che Sacra- 
ment really and carnally after the words of Conſecration, then it: 
was preſent with the Bread before ic was brought into the Church, 
or with that which is left after the adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
ended, and is carcied againe out of the Church , where alſo'ir may 
as lawfully be adored, as at any time during the holy adminiſtra- 
tion it {elte, each adoration being groſſe Idolatry. Were the igno- 
ranteſt men and fillieſt women able in Queene aries.dayes to al- 
ſert this truth , even by diſpute againſt thoſe bloudy Bithops and 
Idolatrous Prieſts,that would have obtruded Chriſts reall preſence 
in the Sacrament, and their blaſphemous {ſacrifice of the Maſſe up- 
on them, and after to die for it ; and ſhail wee not thinke thou- 
ſands will be now ready alſo in all humilicie and-patience to lay 
downe their lives for the ſame Truth ? How dangerous in all ages 
this idolatrous adoration or bowing to Images, Altars, the Hoſtza, 
Reliques,and ſuch other trumpery, hath been to the very moderate 
P apiſts themſelves, appeares by a pretty relation in the Hiſtory of 
learned De Thou ; That Francis the ſecond in the yeare 1559. being 
perſwaded by the Cardinall of Lorraine, and ſome others of his fa- 
Cion, that there was no way to diſcover and irretiate the Prote- 
ftants like that of their Images, did cauſe them to be erefted and 
{et up with Candles burning before-them in ſeverall ſtreets and e- 
minent places of Paris, to which there afſembled divers tankard- 

bearers, ſcullions , and other ſuch like of the dregs and ſcumme of 
the people, who to the ſhame of the Prieſts and all Church-Diſci- 

pline, prophanely chanted and ſang before them: And when any 

paſſed by, were he Papiſt or Proteſtant, if he did not preſently de- 

liver them money towards the maintenance of thoſe Tapers, and 

adorethe Idoll, they fell upon him ; and not contented to make 

him.caſt of their fiſts and handy-hlowes, er to throw him into che 

dirt, and trample on him, did after all thoſe groſſe abuſes carry 


him to priſon, there to be further queitioned ; many ſober Papiſts - 
having haſt of bulinefſe, not ſeeing the Images;or otherwiſe not re- 
garding the diſorderly carroling of ſuch a company of Varlets,were . 


by them baſely aſſaulted, beaten, and ſpoiled, to the great diſtaſte, 
and open repining of the beſt and difcreeteſt Citizens, though 0+ 
therwaics truly cxc-obedient and zealous Romaniſtr.. h 
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The Primitive praflice 
SECT. XXIT. 


Et muſt we not think that Hereſte or Heretiques ought ſo to be 
Y indulged, as thereby to be confirmed, and made more pertina- 
ciunsin their hereſtes. T hey ought to be inſ{trufted, reproved, and 
diſcountenanced, ard it they prove irrecoverably ob inate, exiled. 
Wee ſee God himfelt commanded the Fewes to put an Idofater and 
'a blaſphemer to death ; and rhough 1 do not conceive that to be an 
"Evangelicall precept, but onely a judiciall law, proper and peculiar 
to that people and Church, yer doubtlefle it may thence by the rule 
of Analogie be concluded;that where Idolatry and Hereſie are mix- 
ed together, as.amongſt P.zpijkr and 11ontzniſts or Altar-adorers, or 
where blaſphemy and hereite meet in one , as amongſt the Arrians, 
Pelagians, or Anabaptiſts,.the tollowers of Seh1ſtian Caſtellio ; and 
Fames Arminims,there a more icyere courſe may be warrantably pra- 
Etiſed to ſtop the diiperiing of that poyion, then for the ſuppretting 
of any other Heret:zqres, who are not guilty of choſe two aboumina= 
,tions,but onely hold ſome letfer errours. Incomparable 17onſieur de 
Thou, ſaith in the Preface before his Hiſtory, dedicated to Henry the 
Great of France, that exile or banithment was the firſt and greateſt 
puniſhment that ever the ancient Church inflifted upon Here: iqzes, 
(which on all fides is acknowledged to have been a true Charch) as 
wee ſee in the baniſhment of the anicheer, under thoſe two pious 
Emperors, Theodoſews & V alentinian; and in the exilement of divers 
kinds of Heretiques under Conſtantine and Marcianus:But when men 
have joyned,either open rebellion and treafon,or proditorious po- 
ticionsto their Religion,as the Papiſts, or have maintained Anarchi- 
' call Theſes asa part of their doQrine,condemning Monarchie, Magi- 
ftracie, and all civill government, as the Anab.ptiſfts : In thele cafes, 
alchough they did ablolutely-defend dogmarica)l and fundamentall 
errors,yet were theirexilement or a greater puniſhment juſtly infli- 
Aed on-them,becaule the caſe is now altered from matter of conſci- 
Ence bo matter of oftence & crime. Had the Proteſtants been but once 
guilty.of ſuch an unmatched villanie, as the Powder-plot was, in any 
part ofthe world wherethey are tolerated,they had doubtleſle been 
for.eyerirooted.out from-thence; for though ſome deſperate Roma- 
niſis only were ingagediin the execution, yer in the generall, queſti- 
onleſle,all the Recuſants of England knew.,that a great a&ion _ - n 
PORE. and, 


for prefertrang Truth, 
hand, again Church and State; and thar their Romiſh $,1.z500ue 
ws to be erefted in Grezt Britain, upon the ruines of thei both : 
And for the proſperity of it, as Henry Garnet himlelf contetſcd, they 
all prayed.Nay,when divers Engliſh P apiſis,admonithed by theguilc 
of their own conſcience,fled upon the diſcovery thereofinto France, 
and were kindly received there by the Governour of C:llis, and he 


comforting them,in relpeCt chey had letr their countrey, eſtates and 
friends ; No, ſaith one of them to him again, Wee grieve act at 4! 


for thoſe loſſes, but that ſo brave and excellent an aftion ( meaning the. 


Powder-rreaſon) had no better ſucceſſe. At which anſiver , the ſaid 
Gavernour was {o extremely incenſed ( as hee often after him- 
ſelf related to the ſame de Thor, who delivers the Story) that hee 
verily thought to have precipitated the varler headlong into the ſea. 


And as for their R»23þ doftrines, maniteitly rending to treaſon. 
Y 5 b 


confpiracy and rebellion, they were ſo exaRtly collefted rogether 
into one bo ly by learned Biſhop 1f5rton,and publiihed in the-yeere 
1605. a little after the diſcovery of that treaſon, as wee {hall need a 


great deal of charity to beiteve they can be good: iub'efts in and 


under any Proteſtant Prince or State. Neither do the Az w7priſts 
come much ſhort of che Ppifts in rheir dangerous tenets or prafti- 
ces, alchough they exattly imitate their ol maſter Pelagins in one 
particular, which Yofius himlſelfe conteileth of him, teaching many 
of their defperate doCtrines, as he did, privately, which yet they 
conceale and: ſuppreſſe in their publiſhed Trattares, which have 
given ſo many fatall wounds to the true Chu:ch of God in this 
andche laſt preceding age ; for the proofe whereof, wee ſhall need 
to produce no other witneſſes then thoſe two ſincere and impartiall 
Hiltorians, John Sleidane, and the ſame 1onſterr de Thou, from 
whom wee may learne, that after Melchior Hyfma mr had broa- 
ched his wicked Tenets in Germany , about the yeere 1520. and 
with bis dilciples , Thomas Aduncer , Bernard Rotman, and Fobn 
Leyden had afſamed to themſelves the name of Anzb.priſts, and 
drawn many of the baſer ſort afcer them, whom they perſwaded 
not.to ſuffer any of Noble blood to remain; and that there could 
be no other lawfull Magittrate, but one of their S-&: they eaſily 
drew them to take armes, and .polleing themlelves' of the city of 
Munſter in Weſtphaliz, had like to have proved the utter ruine of ir, 
had it. not bcen_delivered-by. the armes of ſome of the — 
| rinces> 
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The Primiteve prafiice 
Princes, after which followed the execution of divers of thoſe re- 
bels. After theſe men ſucceeded as chiefe propagators of their er- 
rours, Jobn Cerdo , hanged at Bruſſets, Michael Scryetus the Spz- 
2iard burnt ar Geneva, and Cornelius Apelman executed at Virecht 
in the yeare 1570. .all three of them, though guiltie of divers 
acolle hereiies, yet were condemned and put to death, for blaiphe- 
mie, and other notorious crimes. John Wilms their tuccetlor, 


; finding their treaſonable and Anzrchicall politions to afford them 
no ſafety in any well goyerneJ Monarchie or Republique, got him 


ro Ryremund, in the Dutchie of Guelders, and there having drawn 


. ro his partie ſome three hundred varlecs and mean {elluwes, hee 
told them no goods could rightly appertain to any man but of their 


own Sect, and therefore ailured them, whattoever they could get 
by pillaging and robbery, was a lawfull gain : by which means mas 
ny horrible and grievous thetts and ſpoiles were committed in Gye/- 
derland, and in the Dutchie of Cleve adjoyning. The faid 1/:l;ins 
alſo being taken, was for his many abominadle offences and villa- 


nies burnt at Bzſlake in the Dutchie of rizers, yet dicd to coura- 


geoully, like Serverrs his fellow Anabaptiſt, as that their Se as 


exccedingly confirmed and increaſed thereby ; ſo as had nor 
their other portentous crimes jultly neceilitated their capital pu- 
niſhment, it had been much better for the true Church of God, 
their lives had been ſpared : For whereas before ignarant men had 
for the mo{t part prelidented their Church and kingdom,(tor their 
chief Prophets commonly governed all the reſt atter thzir own 
wills) theſe mens ſuiferings drew on,as may be eallly gathered,Theo- 
agre Bibliander and Sebaſtian Caſtellio,to give up their names to the 
maintenance of the ſame blaſphemies, who cunninegly defended on- 
ly in their publique writing thoſe points which Pel2gius had former- 
ly.broached, whom Arminiws, Vorſtizs, and the other Anabaptiſts of 
the nether Germzny have ſince followed ;-but for thoſe dangerous 
and unſate doQrines of condemning Magiſtracy , extirpating No- 
bility,and permitting robberies, howlaever they may till in private 
teach and adhere to them, and would, perhaps, if they could once 
make the ſtronger partie in any State, ſoon-enough praiſe rhem, 
yet they have moſt politicxly omitted, nct onely the maintenance, 


but the very mention of them allo, in the ſaid publiſhed Works and 


TraGtates. Thus alſo the Papiſts themſelves, upon occaſion, being 
| | preſſed 


for preſerving Truth, 


preſſed with any of their ſeditions tenets, will deny them ; as Peter 
Cotton the Jeſuite did their allowing of the farther of Kings after 
Henry the fourth of France was ſtabbed by that wicked Jeſuited var 
let, Rapaillic; and Henry Garnet, at his execution proctetted, that he 
ever abhorred the Gunpowder-pinr, The Pelagians, in the me of the 
ancient Þritaines were the undoubred inſtruments of the rizine of 
England, then called Britaine, of murthering Conſtantine the father 
and Conſtans the ſon, both ſucceſſive Kings there, and of ſetting the 
Royall Crown upon the head of YVortigern,Duke of Cornwall, a Pes - / 
Ligianized traytor againſt his Soveraign, who in lieu thereof to gra- 
tifie them, ſoon filled up, as may be probabiy colleCted, the Biſhops 
Seas, to which neither Baronies nor Sericality were then , nor for 
five hundred yeares after annexed,with heretical] and lazie droanes; 
who had well-neere ruined the t:ue Church of God in thoſe dayes, 
All. the world may know-what warning King Fames of England, 
that learned Prince,gaveto the united States of the Netherlands, by 
his publithed Works upon the death ofthe Anbaptiſt Arminineand 
ſiicceflion of that blaſphemous YVorſtivs in his roome and chaire at 
L:ydenthat if they did not in time look to the ſuppreſiton ef thoſe 
blaſphemous Heretiques, they would in the end prove the ruine of 
their Church and State. . God of his infinic mercy grant that they 
may never be able to bring detolation or ſubverſion to them; nor to 
any other Church, Kingdome, or State of Chriſftendome, where 
the Goſpel and the truth are eſtabliſhed, by the increaſing of their 
munbers and.powers to an exceflive and formidable proportion. 


$Szcrt. XXIL1. 


* F TE have ſeen the greateſt and uttermoſt puniſhment that the- 

Primitive Church thought fic to be inflifted on the-Here- 

riques of tho{e times was exilement, in which caſe they had alwayes 
a competent times allowed to provide conveniences before they re- 
ceded,fafe conduR for their departure,and a full power given them; 
either tO retain their prediall and fixed. eſtates they left; and to re- 
ceive by their deputed agents the yeerly revenues of them, or elſe ſel! 
them. And it wee do ſerioutly peruſe the Hiſtories of later times, ze 
ſhazl finde the cruelleſt Tygres, and moſt Wolviſh Prelates that ever 
miſcarried the affaires of any Kingdome. or State ſince the yeare 

| 1599. 
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The Primitive praftice 
1500. never'to have grown to that ſenſlefle and belluine height of 


-. malice againſt the godly, asneither to ſuffer them to enjoy their li- 


berty and quiet of their conſciences at hoine,nor yet peaceably an 


| innocently to leave their deare and native countrey, and to plant 


themlelvesin ſuch parts of the world as they may enjoy their in- 
ward peace wfitnout offence or ſcandal] to any. Ph:lip the ſecond of 


Spain, who was one of the moſt prodigiuus offenders againſt Godg 
-in his time, having vitiated women of the nobleit rank, violated 


contradts of thedeepelt nature, murthered his eldeſt ſon, and third 
wite, unjuſily detained the Kingdome of Navarre, broken his oath 
with Arragon, Niples, and the Netherlands, and the molt reſolved 
and premeditated perſecutor ot Chriftendome. being wholly a&tua=- 
ted & precipitated to it by Nicholas Perenot, Cardinall of Granvellan, 
and the bloody Inquilitors,yetin the yeer, 1575.he fetout a publick 
Declaration touching all the Inhabicancs of the Netherl2nds, thar it 


 {heuld be lawfull for any that wou'd not embrace the Rozz i: Reli- 


gion, to depart from thence whither ſoever they would, and to ſell 
thcir eſtates, or elle to. retain them, and to receive the profits of 
them: And not many yeers after, he gave liberty alſo to the very 
Aihometan Mhores in Spain, amcunting to divers thouſands, to 
depart freely thence,into any Province of Africa,there to enjoy free- 
dome from the bloody Inquilitors, and with his own ſhipping con- 
-veyed many of them ſafe into Fraxce, through which, by the gra> 
ciuuspermiſſion of Heary the Great, they had ſafe and free paſſage. 
Charles the ninth alto, the French King, did by his Agents earneſtly 
ſollicite Lewes de Clermont, Prince of Conde, and Gafpar d: Colignie, 


Earle of Ciftilon, Admirall of that Kingdome, being the chief 
- Commanders and DireGtors of the Proteſtants affaires, to depart 


. the Kingdome, with. the reit of the Religion ; and that they might 


\. begin a Plantation in the Kland of Florida in America, hee not on= 


ly gav-Teave to the firlt expedirion, which was uadertaken by John 
Ribaid, inthe yeer 1562. butalſo, at the ſame Admirals intreaty, 
did contribute very largely himſelf to the ſecond navigation,which 
was entred upon, not long afterthetirit, by Renate Laudonere, and 
divers other Proteſtants. Butirplealed God, that this fair occaſion, 
not only of enlarging the Frey:h Empire, bur allo of planting a 
blefed Church amongit thoſe Heathen people, was in the very 
.bloome and infancy.prevented and brought to-nothing by the pre- 
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for preferving Truth. 
cipitation of Laudonere himſelf, and by thoſe faftious Romaniſts 
about the King, who occaltoned new civill wars and tumults in 
che Realme. After the horrible and inhumane maſſacre of Parzs,.in 
the yeer 1572. which was partly reſolved upon, becauſe the Pro- 
zeftants would not upon any terms remove out of France, and fo 
deſert and leave their deare and native countrey : Charles Duke of 
Loraineintending to take that occaſion, to extirpate the true Reli- 
gion out of his own Dominions,which he might have doneby their 
{laughters, yet gave them liberty to depart whitherſoever they 
would in fatety, and full time to ſel] and diſpoſe of their goods 
and eſtates. Nay Queen ary of England, whoſe bloody perſecu- 
tions ſhall make her raign infamous to the worlds end, yet in her 
firſt yeer expreſſed ſomuch mercy, as having publikely declared,that 
ſhe meant to reſtore the Rowiſh Religion; thee further permitted to 
all her ſubje&s that would not profeſſe the ſame, free liberty to de- 
part out of her kingdome; by which the lives and ravagings of ma- 
ny hundreds were ſaved, and amongſt them divers of the Clergie z 
for the firſt ſenſible perſecution began then in S*. Johns Colledge in 
Cambridge, where the Idolatrous bowing to the Maſle and Altar,be- 
ing wickedly praCtiled and prefſed, divers immediatly left the ſame 
Colledge thereupon. Now if the Popiſh Prelates of thoſe times, 
who accounted the Proteſtazts arch-beretiques, and mortally hated 
them, did yet perlwade the Kings and Princes they ſerved, and too 
often miſadviled, to permit the Proteſtants freedome of departure, 
with liberty and time to ſell their goods and eſtates ; is it poflible 
that there ſhoukd live in and under any Proteſtant Charch, ſuch ins 
veterately hating Prelates , againſt the weaker and.humbler Chrt- 
ſtians, whodifſent from them, as themſelves pretend, only in mat- 


ters of form and order, arbitrary to be aboliſhed or retained by the - _ 


ſupreme Magiſtrate,as neither to ſuffer them tolive quietly at home 
without vexation, ſuites, fines, ſuſpenſion, deprivation, and jmpri- 
ſonment, which in many caſes occafioneth their immature. deaths, 
no yet ſufferthem todepart quietly,to plant a Church amongſt the 
very Heathens themſelves, to the honour of God, and the inlarge- 
ment of their Soveraignes Empire and profic ? Is it poſſible that fo 
many miles diſtance ſhould not abate and aſſiwage the very malice 
of Rome itſelf againſt them? Were their departure like that of the 


fugitive-Romanifts a few yeers lince,to you with the publike enemies * 
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of the Kingdome,to invadeit, and tobe more forward to ſubdue it 
to 4 cruell and barbarous Nation, as they were in eighty eight,then 
the adverſaries themſelves, then mighe there be ſome colourable 
rea({bn to uſe all extremity and cruelty againſt them for their ruine 
and extirpation ; bat when their hearts and foules breath forth no- 
thing bur Ioyaltie and innocencie, the throne and kingdome fare 
thebetter for their prayers and. hamiliations, and the worſt they 
deſire, is but the quiet of their own conſciences ; how is it poſlible 
they ſhould be fo prodigjoully hated of any, that would but pre- 
tend truly to love the Goſpel, and. heartily to vote the flouriſh-- 
mg of it? Certainly it is impoſhble they ſhould be ſo tranſpor- 
ted with barbarous rage, as ſome of the Popes have: been, who. 
rather defired to ſee the ruine of thoſe innocent Chritftians, then of 
the very Turks and Mahometans, unleſſe they will yeeld themſelves 
to be as deeply toxicated with the dregs of chat Rym:iſy cup as the 
Feiſites are, who in the yeere 1578. began to preach and teach 
publikely, that it was a more acceptable work to God, for Chriſti- 
an Princes to root out and perfecute all Seftaries and Schiſma- 
tikes amongſt themſelves,then for them to joyn their forces againſt 
the Turks and Erfidels; A doQrine, faith IMonfieur de Thou, Cone of 
their owh-Hiſtorians) contrary to all Chriſtian pietieand manſue- 
ttde; who with the reſt of the ſober and moderate Romaniſts, 
by their charitable-and adviſed cenſures, given of the rifteſt 


- and moſt render conſcienced Chriſtians, (notwithſtanding they 


moft abhor any the leaſt intermixtures and additions in Gods 
Worſhip, which have been ittroducedby the Papiſts ) ſhall at the 
HKft- day riſe up in judgement againſt the inveRives of many 
ſetitig Proteſtants, of both orders, againſt the- ſame perſons, 
etideavouring thereby to prepoſſeſ the cares and. faſcinate the 
judgernents of the greateſt Princes, that ſo they may obtain licenſe 
xnd' power-under them, utterly to ruine and deſtroy their humble 
and pious fellow-Chriftians, whoare notwithſtanding permitted.. 
quietly and ſafely to'enjoy the publike liberty of their confciences 
in thoſe Kingdomes and States where the Romiſh Religion it ſelf 


» 
gg 
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F YNder Henry the fourth, the late great and viQorious French 

King, the major part ofthe Papiſts of that kingdome conti- 
nued in a moſt, obſtinate and furious war againſt him, during the 
firſt four yeers of his raigne;calling into their ſuccours the Spanzards 
the ſworn enemies of that Crown and State, and yet he offered 
them,not only to permit all his Romanized ſubjeRs the publike ex- 
erciſe of their Religion, but alſo to continue it in all places in the 
ſame forme and freedome as it had been ufed at the time of the nmur- 
ther of Herzry the third his predeceſſor,by a Jeſuited afſaſlinate. And 


further implored his own SubjeCts, Not to endeavour to force hins to + 
the change of his Religion, which he knew to be the truth, being a cruelty | 


hee deſired not to praftiſe upon the meaneſt of them. The Proteſtants 
will yeeld up their Religion as falſe and wicked, if ever fach an 
example can be produced againſt them, where they had libertie 
of conſcience lincerely afforded them,and yet took up armes > yon 


their lawfull Soveraign. But thoſe unreaſonable French Papiſts,bes ' 


ing true limbs of the Romiſh Synagogue, whoſe faith was then faCti- 
on,and whoſe Religion was then rebellion, would embrace no con- 
ditions of peace, no offers of pacification from their own undoub- 
tedly lawfull and warlike King, as long as he continued in the open 
profelion of that truth, in which he had been educated under Joan 
D Alret, hereditary Queen of Navarre, his royall and godly mo- 
ther ; whoalfoupon her death-bed had exprelly charged him ne- 


ver to recede from ic. This brave Prince ſeeing nothing but an ut- - 


ter ruine threatened to his kingdome of France, either by cantoni- 
zing itinto Provinces, or ſetting a forainer on the Throne, (which 
Charles Lorainer Dake of Afaine had out of ſeme ambitious and 
ſelf-reſpetts of his own, a while oppoſed and prevented)in the yeer 
1593. ſubmitced himſelf co a publike recidivation, which though 


. it brought on an outward peace to that R.ealme, yet was the King 


himſelf never freed from continuall Treaſons and Confpiracies,hat- 


ched againſt him in the dens and neſis of the Jeiuites, till at the laſt 


he periſhed under one of thern to the irreparable lofle, not on» 
ly of France, bur likewiſe of a!l Chriftendome. Neither did the 
Papiſts ceaſe to vilitte .bis very att of reconciling himſelf to theig; 


Church, ſaying, as Jonfiexr de Thou hiafelt conftelſeth; that eithey , 


his 
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The Primitive prafiice 
his converſion was fained, as it had bren before in the yeer 1572. 
and that a falſe Catholike would do more hurt in their Church 
thena true Heretique, or elſe that he ved the Crown of Franie 
better then he did the kingdome of Heaven, that to gain that with- 
out any inward convincement, would turn from one Religion to 
another. 


SECT. XXYVY. 


' A Fer this martiall Prince had deſerted the Proteſtant Religion, 
{ A to the great aſtoniſhment and exceflive griefe of all the Pro- 
| kffors of the Goſpel , both at home and abroad; What did his 


© French Subje&s of the Helverick Confeſſion inſtantly rebell againſt 
{ him, and deny him due and Jawfull obedience, as his Popiſh Sub-' 


je&s had done before? Nothing leſle ; but all the diſobedience they 
*ſhewed to him,or expreſſed towards him, confiſted in humble ſup- 
plications and Remonltrances;that they might till enjoy the pub- 
lique libertie of their Conſciences ; and he as graciouſly yeelded to 
their Juſt and Chriſtian Pericions ; and all the time he raigned, ne- 
ver forgat their cauſe or prayers, or ſuftered any of his bloudy Pre- 
lates, or Jeſuited Counſellors, to moleſt, vex, cite, fine, ſuſpend, 
deprive, or impriſon any of them, and much lefſe ro butcher them, 
or draw bloud from them ; becauſe he knew every one cf thole 
ads areefſentially true and down-right perſecution, as well as ſhed- 
ding their blouds ; onely there is a graduall difference in the Mar- 
tyrdomes of the ſufferers as well as in the cruelty of the deſtroyers. 
As ſtrange was the example of Hwnry the cight of England, who led 
by the advice of {dme of his Sycophanticall Popiſh Prelates,thought 
to have eſtabliſhed the Romiſh Religion, without admitting the in- 


( Alence of the Papacy, whoſe unerring ſpirit is to that Synagogue 
{ like the ſoule to the body, or the Sunne to the firmament. But he 
{foone ſaw his error, and would doubtleſs, had he lived, have made 


that integrall and ſaving Reformation, which his Royall Sonne ſo 
pioully finiſhed ; for he himſelfe and his new Popery , were more 
abhorred by the Biſhop of Rome, and his Vaſfalls, as a monſtrous 
and inconſiſtent Church, then the Princes of Germanze themſelves, 


. who had made a rationall and intire defe&ion from that man of 


fnne. For the Pope and his Conclave employed Cardinall Poole 
( Hemy 


for preſerving Truth, 


( Henry the Eighths neare kinſman ) as their Ambafſadonr to 
- Charles the fifth the Emperour , to exhort and perſwade him in- 

ſtantly to invade the Kingzof Eng!:n4s Dominion, rather then to 
make warre againit the Turze himſelfe. And the-reaſun why the 
Pope was ſo vehement in his proſecution againit that King, doth 
palpably and fully appeare from the very words enſning of the 
Decree of Pape Boniface the efghth,in his Extravagants ſet forth by 
himſelfe in the eighth yeare of his Papacy, about the yeare 1300. 
Subeſſe Romano pontif:ci ( ſaith he) omnz humane creature declaramus, 
dicimw definimus er pronunciamus omnino eſſe d: neceſſitate ſulutis:We 
declare,define,and pronounce;that it is neceſſary for every one that 


is to be ſaved, to be ſubjeCt to the Pope of Rome. The fame dodtrine 


deth the Bull of Pope P35 che flths,bearing date there in the yeare St uy th | 
1564. & the Romiſh Catechiime ſet out a little after,doth maintain” 7 


and confirme in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth SeQions thereof, 


in their expoſition of the twentieth Article of their new Creed,(to- 


which Creed their Prelates and other Eccleſiaſticks arecompelled 
to ſweare, that they hold it to be the true Catholick faith ) it be- 
ing ſtrongly diſputed for alſo by Szarez. in his firſt booke and 
twelfth Chapter again{t the Lzuiherans, by Gregorie de V alentia in 
his Analyſis, lib. 6. cap. 1. and by Bell rmine in his third books 
and fifth Chapter of the Church Milicane ; That chongh any 
Prince , Pcelate, Prieſt, Scate, or Church, ſhould receive all the 
other parts of the Romiſh faich & Religion, aboliſhing the doctrine 
and diſcipline of the Prozcſt..mts, and ſhonld onely deny the Popes 
Supremacy and ſubjeftion to him , yet they ſhould ſtill remaine 
damnable and wicked hereticks ; So as the light of the Sunne is 


not more cleare then that the Pope in this one particular imitates - 


God himſelfe, hating more a linſey-woollſey mungrel halting Po- 


piſh Proteſtant, then a true and zealous one. Bleſſed therefore are © 


thoſe Monarchs, Princes, and States, who preſerve the Evangelick 
truth, without the leaſt intermixtures of falſe dofrrine and Pon- 
tificall additions ; for to halt between light and darknefle, and to 
intermix Idolatrous aftions, or Popilh errors, with ſaving truths, 
will neceflarily draw on the ruine of the godly, and the hatred 
of the Papacy , and bring downe Gods judgements as cauſal- 
ly as an abſolute, entire, and plenary defe&ion and recidivation. 


And then if the Popes headſhip b2 once admitted,a volume wouid 


not 
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The Primitive proflice ; 


- not faffice, how not onely eveny proud Prelate, but even every Po» 


piſh Prieft; might trample on the Soveraignes Crowne and Digni- 


tie, murther their fellow-ſubje&s, and be guilty of a thouſand o= 


ther villanies,without dreading or regarding the puniſhment of the 


'Temporall ſword. 


$$ njCT. AXVIL. 


Atthew Paris, the Monke of S* Albanes, ( a witneſle withorrt 

/ K exception)doth truly relate a pithy Story, to ſhew the anci> 
ent deplorable and baſe ſtate and condition of the Eng/zſhKings un- 
der the Papall tyranny;That Pope Innocent the 4 in the year 1253. 
in the 37® yeare of Herry the thitd,being ſer in his Conclave,in the 
middle of his Cardinalls, after mature deliberation and adviſement 
upon a very ſmall and trifling occaſion, brake out into this vehe- 
ment Interrogation ; Nonne Rex Anglorum ( faith he) roſter eft va 


ſallus, & ut plus dicam, mancipium,qui poſſumus eun nuty noſtro incar= 


cerare & ignominie mancipare ? That is , Is not the King of Eng- 
Lmd our vaſſall,or to fay more, is he not our ſlave, who have power 
.as Often as wee pleaſe, either to mue him up in priſon, or to expoſe 
him to ignominy ? Juſtly therefore did Henry the eight of En2t:nd 
free himſelfe from this Papall Tyranny : and if he had been poiltbly 
ſenſible of thoſe bodily pangs, or inward remorſes and horrors up- - 
-on his death-bed,which the Papiſts mention,yet could not theſe di- 
vine flagellations be imputed to his defeCtion from Rome, and error, 
as they pretend, but to his ſhedding of ſo much innocent bloud of 
Gods Saints, by the inſtigation of his fanguinary Prelates.' For in 
France after that ba:barous and crue!] Maſſacre in the yeare 1572. 
upon the eighth day of November rhe ſame yeare, there appeared a 
dreadfull Comet, touching which ſome learned Proteftant immedi- 
ately pnbliſhed an elaborate and exquitire Poem , prefaging that it 
"was Gods Herald or-Meflznger to dencunce tiis judgement fhortly 
toenfuenponthat Kingdome,for their newly perpetrated inhumane 
butcherie. js verſes were ſcarce difperſer! , when there ſaddain! 
brake. cut in Pojtore a nev teriitile and brfore unknowne diſeaſe 
commonly called the Foitoutn Cholick, which waſted that goodly 
Kingdome for above thirty yeares after. It was accompanied with 


fo many extreame paines and tormeits not onely in the outward 


parts 


- 


/ 
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| partsof the body, but inthe inwards andvirals alfo, as it drew on 


divers horrid convulitons, and in many blindnesir {af before they 


djzed. The ſtrange _— the hidden nature and thoſe unpa- 
ralleld torments it produced, ſometimes reſembling the very ſtabs 
and gaſhes made with ſwords and poygnards, gave all impartiall 
judgements juſt ground to conclude it to be the finger of God him- 
ſelf, in puniſhing the mercileſſe murthers of his dear Saints. And a 
blefſed warning itmay be to all Chriſtian Kingdoms and States, 
thata ſeaſonable remedie to ſtop the growing ot-he plague, peſti- 
lence, and other ſeverall diſeaſes and judgements may queſtionleſle 
be applyed, by inhibiting and aboliſhing the power and malice of 


ſach Popiſh Prelates as count it their chiefeſt ſolace to waſte and 


perſecute the pious and godly Proteſtants, that ſo the true Catho- 
lick Church might againe flouriſh, as ir did in the Primitive times 


under learned, religious , ſober, faithfull, preaching Paftors and 


Miniſters. Which incomparable bleſſing , the Divine Providence 


vouchſafed to the Scottiſh, French, and Helvetick, Churches upon þ. 


their firſt Reformation. 
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The Printer to the Reader. 


| az Index of the Errata,to geve thee not ice,that ſo great 
- carehath been uſed,tx this ſecond Impreſ$:0n,as it needs 
none ; neither was it my fault , but my meſ-fortune, that the 


| Ambere courteow Reader, inſtead of troubling thee with - 


firft had ſo many greater errours as well as leſſer ſlips ; for 7 
had the uſe of a very imperfe# Copte , tranſcribed from the 


Originall by two or three ſeverall hands 13 ſome haſt ; by 


which 1 was miſ-led almoſt iz every Seftion. Thoſe errours, 


and ſuch as eſcaped the Preſſe, are now amended to thy hand, 


*:. > 
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